Contevewce Taper

ON PRIMARY REIATIQONSHIPS

When we started talking about dependence in the gay wowen'sa
group, couple quickly became a bit of a dirty word. A closed circuit,
a mutual admiration society. We were all aware - and talking together
how could we not be? - that our most important relating wasn't juat
with one person. And yet it seemed absurd to think we could fuck with
all of each other, as things were, or to think that there wasn't some
kind of difference with the woman or women we were fucking with., So
the term primary relationship replaced the term couple,

A primary relationship doesn't imply property rights. Therefore
it doesn't imply that you have to do everything together - like in the
'ideal' long-lasting heterosexual couple the wife is always advised to
get in on her husband's activities. It means that each woman has her
own autonomy. But we still assumed that priwmary relationships were
inevitably fucking relationships, forgetting that we relate to every
one at all times. We redefined sexuality as the energy in all our
actions, so that communicating - touching, working together, listening
to music together, understanding each other - was the most important
thing, and yet we still took 1t for granted that genital sexuality was
somehow the culmination/touchstone/final test of all these things.

At least this is what the woman I'm fucking with and I found,
We've known each other for three months, been fucking for two. The
idea of a primary relationship seemed to fit what we felt about each
other, We accepted intellactually that we could fuck with other people,
but that a primary relationship does take work and s¢ time, The most
important thing is the development of truast, and this is also very
hard, given that we have to shake off patterns of dependence,
dominance, withdrawal, unqguestioning committment. Therefore, at least
in the initial stages of the relationship, when thare is more
intensive working out taking place, we felt it was unlikely that we
would be able to develop other relationships.

However wo started to feel very hassled, We couldn't think of
why: we considered spending more time together, spending less time
together, talking about it, letting thingse go their own way, we
wondered whether we were being too dependenti or playing it too cool,
Nothing we said worked - we just felt a big communication gap.

Thenr we spent a day in the country and discovered: We were
putting expectations on ourselves. We were assuming that the relation-
ship already was what it could be., We realised that for boih of uas

there were people we'd known from long before we ocurselves met
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who were just as important to us as we were to each other, and that
a lot of our hassles had come from trying to balance what we saw as
opposing claims on us, So weren't these primary relationships too?
That started to make nonsense of the whole term “primary relationship”.
At what point does a secondary relationship become a primary relation-
ship? It started to seem just another way of categorising. We'd been
taking it for granted that we should not have ideas based on past
patterns or expectiations of the future: that we should be living in
the present - "This moment is different from any before it."™ But at
the same time we were geeing our relationship as something greater than
the sum of our moments of relating. We were assuming that something was
created that carried over into the moments when we weren't communi-
cating, elther because we weren't in the same place, or because we
were hassled. That is, we were hassling ourselves,

So why had we assumed that a fucking relationship had to come
first? It was dismally clear that in couple type relationships a woman
is expected to leave all others and cleave to her man., Only in this
way - by having so many extiras built into the sexual relationship -
can men keep their unpaid housekeepers, egoboosters, doorsteps, child
nurses, table decorations, without any questions being asked. "Being
in love", as'opposed to loving, is in fact a nice form of slavery. So
we'd got rid of the need for role playing, power games etc, but we
were stlill imitating this irrelevant way of acting,

We didn't change what we were doing at all, but our heads
definitely changed. We have to break down the sanctity of relation-
ships which involve genital sexuality. We are responding sexually te
everyone, whether this involves fucking or not (and indeed beiween two
women it's hard to say exactly what is fucking.) We still have hangups
about fucking deeply conditioned inte us, but we believe that the
primacy of genital gexuality, the idea that it ig a consummation, is
a male tridk. And believing this, jealousy begins to be truly
meaningless, precedence in relationships beging to be truly meaning-
less, fucking begins to become a real part of our lives. There's a lot
about these ideas that's a bit terrifying to us, There's a lot more

understanding involved.

Jenny & Sue
Sorrento Radicalesbian Conference
July 6-8th 1973
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Bisuxgal wamen, who bavoe hoon eoe bboon Golbe sldes coed in tha micole of the
hetorosexual fhomosoxunl argueenst, have o ounigun contrilbotion te melke taoopen
discussien rn osexualily ia Uho movonrast, Lioiv axaecricncae is oneoroly oo hiddon
anc difficult to weigh as n focfor on Lhot o0 the sossibly prowvelond asoxuad i
in the movemant,  Cloavly, oo wererr o wmi 1l anc b hacsmn lesbisns, ub omore moy
pxpevimont with bisoxunlity untlor tho influooce of Momenfs Liherotion (indeadl,
that is often what they ar: ning whon Lhey fnove a “loshisn sxpericace’), the
most imiortont arowp yeb Lo soenl up in tha wemen's movoment oo Lhe wholo
topic of soxunlity mnoy well prove o Le Lho Sisexunl women,  Given the tondenc
notod by same nhservors For some ~ilelesconts torday to be bisoxunl er to try
bisexunlity, and with the opinicen forming amnng some scientists that frec of
spcictal restrictinns cvearyi 'y nicht Lo bisexual, it is omazina thet thorxe

Is no hisexunl coucus in the womanis ravemant,  One rooscn for the omission
may be thot bisoxunl womoen Lizi aut Ffonrs of hemosexuality in stroaight womon
and 0lsn Feors ol heterosexuality in women whe live as Loshians.

Sidoey fibbott & Turharn Lowve, S-orn
publishod hy Stein & Doy, #WoY.

QUESTIONS FOR _DISCUSSION

ETg What is hisexunlity?
2 "Bisexuality' is Freguanily considore: to he n cop-out; 'the happy
medivm® label for gnays who can®t totally odmit it, or who try in vain
to Fit into this middle woy cotegory. Bisoxunls are cost of f as cunfusod
proplo and olften not acceopterd or taoken serinusly, Is this a Foir ottitude?
fire all bisexunls coonfusnd nhnut theit sexual idontity?

{3} Cunsidering thot the 'con-out! ottitude is Tairly wide-sprend it shouws
that the confirmed bisoxuvol is uppressed by both geays (She's gry hut does not
wrot te lose male opprovel') end straights (She's nnt ronlly Tunnntural!, sho'e
Just nning through o staqgel! 'Ok shofs bisewonl.  She's 21l richt, che's hedf or
nurmsl'). This is Lorne oot by tha Fopt that bisaxeals -re nat = very vucnl
arown in either Goy Liberation or Howson's Litoroabicoon,  Fogst Lisecxucls forin
tholr cwn exclusive movemont in orlor to onin nocoptonee aned liberotion?

(4)  The iden that bisesunls nre simsly sox manices who don't ¢ore who or which
sex thay sloop with as Jong os they orc turning on, is o provolent ono. Does
this myth stem Trom hotoresexual/hemusaxual peeplels insecuritics reyarding
emotinnal ipvolvemunt with = persen who ‘hos the connnity to rolate fully tno
both soxes?

{5) Do hispxunls proscat o thirest for lushicrns ond women genernlly?
(5) thot dees the hisexunl eonascicusnoss (c!uvrimsntinlly =n will s o fomin-

ist politicsl ideal) have Lo of Frr Loy Libeeatien & Women's Liberobtion?

{7} Buth G.l. aned WL, hnun ns Lheir yltimctn aim the cradiction of soxism i.c
sox rel conditioning & nll Lha moanressinn & Jdisoriminntion that goos with it, P
Dras the radicnl bisexunl challengo this ides! or are hor sevxonl politics the

some?

(B8} fre rndicnl higerunls attroetos. only to men whe hove o Tominist
cnpscinusnass'? Do lesbians Foel altracktinon Lo this kiad of man?

(9} 0w Biscxurnls discriminnts naeinsk pnys and/or skreigbhtn?

(10) Many gny pencle consirer ih-t biscxunls shoule, im vicw =f tho strupglo
ngoinst homosoxenl discriminntinn, ounornlly cnll themselves ‘gay ' rethor thon
use tha 'bi-term'. Is this oppressave for Lizexucls or will it in the long
run chanpgo socinl afttitudes toworeds them?

(11) 1s Eisexuality on nltermative Lo rur society's durlistin way of thinking
which crontes the heterasexunl/homosoxunl, mzle/femnle, black/ehito, right/
wrong dichobtomy?

(12} In 2 non-sexist sccicty in which tharc was no sppression or diseriminnt-
ion on sexunl qrounds whotovor would pecple then naturally relato te others
as people rogordless of their sox?

{13} “Is bisoxuality sn unworksblo idoal for the radicnl/fominist lesbinn?
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ALEZRTAT COLUTRERCE - JOICUIHT0 197)

'‘What is a lesgbian? A lesbian is fthe raze of all women conden
to the peoint of exnlosion'. Tiha Voman Tdentified Woman)
The radicalesbizan is a wonan who selzes upon that rage, that point

of explosion, ond throws it back in the face of society. The
radlcalesolﬂn is, of course, much more than this, The radicalesbian
is also a woman who «°

longer accents scociely's stigma

longer internalizes £ elings of guilt

longer believes'that 21l she has done is bad, perverted
or unnatural

no longer represses her lesbian experiences

no longer "conceals' herself

no longer wastes time with psychotherapists {(cultural
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policemen)
no longer accepts the myth that sbe is a lesbian '‘only in
_ bed!’
no longer plays a role in order to appease heterocsexual

fantasies

The radicalesbian realises thet her life has simply been different
and,for her,vseutiful, Tho radicz=lesvian sheds her o014 feelings

of guLlu, secrecy, anxieties, fears, She realizes that all of that
shit belongs to the past and that now her mind 1is in a different
place, Where is her mind?

FACT AND FANTASY

The radicalestian fefuses to accept the false assumotions that:

(2} because she is not playing her socially assigned sex role that
she 15 not & 'real woman' - wvhatever that mezans.

(b} she is some kind of freak; ' a man trapped in a woman's body -
the mest common and opp”6851ve vut-down of the lesbian.

{¢) she should be freaked out by the word 1esbian.' She recognizes
that tha.vword has been used and abused by men in an attempt to
put dowa. =zny woran who refuaes to suck up to the male ego.

(d) she iz rot a person in h r own rignt but simply a sexual
being, G&re uﬂaﬁrstanﬂs fully the male myth that the function of”
all voman is that of receptacle; a vessel for babies and penises.
She slsc understands the lie that says that all a lesbian really
nesds to be made into a 'real woman' is to be fucked by a freal
nan'. The radicalesbian refuseg to be dehumanized and treated
as a sex object by men and somctimes by other women who, because
of their ovn internalized guilt and oppre581or, play male roles.

The radicalesbian knows that %o cla031fy other women inte roles

( butch - femme) is simply to continue the male c¢lassification syst
of defining people as sex objects and prevents any real love and
beonding between women. She understands that role terms are used
by men to frighten women who are coming to a realization of their
feelings of love and eroticism towards other women, ©She also
understands that women who thirk of themselves as butch or femme
have internalized the male system of classification and are still
onpresscd by mele culturz, The buteh lesbian may think, for
example, that a woman can onit love her opposite - a man - there-
fore che will play 2% teing one., The radicalesbian knows that

she wust help all women to understand the rechanisms of this male
cer.. Sho ferlg that che must be supportive of other women and

6IVE TO THem Hee Love, ExeRéfes awd OOMLHMEH'['? for the revolution

3 ol DA o o 1 . o e o m e FL. T 1 & . W 2.
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The radicalesbian is a woman who loves other women because they

gre, Women not bécnuse They are Iniltatling the rmle or fomale

stercotype, Tha 1ove of the radicalesvisn for cther women

gurmounts =211 artificizl boundaries because ghe knnws,or is leatn-
tan

-

Ll
ing t9 undersiand,wha t &1l the shit is about, Loving another
woman bacouse sae is a woeman {and of course for other reasons)
may qou“u sexlat bul until a society exists in which men do not
opprese wone:n and love and sexuzl expression is allowed to follow
feelings, until & socleby exists in which labels such as homo-
sexuzl, hetarosaxual, bisexualsg ascxual,disappear the radicalesbia
will continue to love wecmen because they are women. The radicalesbian
has rejected all forms of mele defined political and psychological
thinking and who has freed her own psyche from the oppressive
demands of vatrizrchy.

HE RADICALTERTAT AND HER BODY

The radicalesbian demands freedom over her own body. She reiuses
tb be alienatsd from her cown body and emotions, As with many
feminists shs is ftrying to 'get her body together' and nck think
" of hersslf in terms of parts - a result of sexist advertising
which dislocates a woman's mind into thinking that she might have
a nice smile, for example, but wrinkly skin,

A radicalesbian is a sexually creative being. 1In his book,
Homosexuality:Tne Psychology of the Creative Process, Rosenfels
argucs what 'each homozasxual is a crealtor - to the extent that

only he/she can determine the +type of person he/she will eventually
become', Fhe Body Politic,in a review cf Rosenfels' book, wrote
that 'the homoscxual knows that the strongest weapon which society
possesses to undermine the creative identity of each individual

is to assign gondeor roles, The creative psycholcgical growth that
is based upon an inner identity, is, especially ir mcdern society,
most clearly visible in homosexuality.. The homosexual psychic

life is not acdaptive to socially sanctioned roles but by necessity
is, within a homose xaallj repr6581ve society, crnatlve and as such,
urevolutlonarj : .

The radicalesbilan ch 311ques the 1dea basic to a patriarchiazl
society that wemen exist for men and that their sexuality can
only be defined in terms of response to a male's sexuality. (In
this sense she is more of a threat fto patriarchy than the male
homoae;uql) She rejects completely the assunmption that sexuality
is the gift of the male and violates w1111ngly the male-female
sccial contract ( nuclear family, consumerism eic.}. She understands
her own sexuality and sensuality: her clitoris her body. She is
able to enjoy sexual relating with other women and should be able
to discuss problems of sexulaity with her lover - usually a silent
topic vetween men and women., She also understands how to relate
to herself - 'masturbation is better than oppressive mating'

) . . 1 *
The radicalesbian understands perfectly the miracle cf Monigue
Wittig's hyzmn to worzen, The Guerillereg., The following is a brief
exgract: :

Tne women csay that in the feminary the glans of the
clitoris and the body of the clitoris are described as
hooded, It is stnted that the prepuce at the base of
the glans can travel the length of the organ exciiing
8 keen sensation of pleasure. They say that the clit-
oris is an erectile organ, It is stated that it bi-
furcates to right and left, that it is angled, extending
as two erectile bodies applisd to the pubic bones.
These two bodies are not vigible. The whole constitutes
an intensely erogenous zone that excites the entire
genital, making it an organ impatient for pleasure. They
corpare it to mercury also called guicksilver because of
its readiness to expand, to spread, to change shape.
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The radiczolsebian undgroitands fuily LuC imrortance of coming out,
Firstly coming ou® may/will isolate her., o ssy

"1 om a lesghis etand 0155140 traiiticn, law, rcligion,
hi@uﬁry md goclety. Tub only by making herself an outsider has she
ihe chmnce 0f becoming a whole himar being, ('I am 2 lezbian 24
hovras & day, not Just in bed’'.) But before a lesbian can becone

an activist she has first to onﬂnge horself. Abboti and Love,in

Sapphe Viags 4 Right-0On Woman, write

Women's Liberation and Gay Liberation mcet in the gay Feminist,
Trhis woman has declsred & bresk with her past and her 1life hes
a new hegirming. She has found her lelﬂﬂd state unsatisfactory
2t a gut level and, after much conflict, has come to rely
i inzgly on her versonal values and convictions. She

5 the h2bit of hiding within herself for the strength
est and to take actioun. Her identity solution gives
age to step out of line and be covnted ag an 1nc1v1dual

cend her circumstances, she may defy the reality of
ent and purposively live O“enlj as though the present
ne future, 3By eavisioning and demonstratving a new

7 for and with Lesbians, she also creates it.

She creatss her own future simply by living it'. (p.216-9}

~y
R

ways in which a redicalesbian may find

1f imzge (Gay Liberation, C-E groups, being
ive, wearing lesbizn badges, demonstrations,
an Conferences at Sorrento). The imporiant
ilcalesbian is truly creating her own future

2
or

IED

tqlng is th
by living i

It is also important for the radicalesbian to realize that
commitment to a radical stand comes to each in her own way and
in her o time. A radicalesbian must understand that her '

‘consciousgness must never become so "high" that she accuses other
lesbians of naving no consciousness at all., For each Lesbian
¥knows her own suffering, and that is the seed from which censcious-
ress grows' {(ibid, p.235) _

The imporftance of coming out cannct be ovcrﬂstlmmted Firstly
30

"beczuse ihe lonely, isolated lesbian, knowing that there are many

other lesbians who are proud of their lesbianism,kmows she is no
longer alone - and may also become radicalized. Secondly, the
legbian who ?qutS a radical stznd is more likely to help expose
21l of the Myuno that have becen heaped upon lesbians since the
greatest =nyth of all -~ Adam & Eve. As Abbott & Love D01nt out
soclety exnccts the lasbian to be bizarre:

‘Whzt is bizarre behaviour for anyone else is what socicty
considers normal for the lesbian; what is ordinary behaviour
for anyone else is actually what society considers bizarre for
the Lesbian' (p.86-7)

It is timg that the Lesbian took 211 9f the shit that has been |
poured on her by straicht, male dominated, male conwrolled 3001etJ
and socnt the shit back. 12 I3 TIME TO TURH THE FAW AROUND.

It's tinmé to say, 'Look out sirzighis, I'm a lesbilan and I'm
beautiful?,

Even before tns movoment *owards radicalisation begon Sylvia
Plath,frem her ovm private angulsh,wrote:

Out of the ash
I rise with ny red hair
£nd T ent men like air,

Barbara
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Vinat do we mean by seziaiilil;
separate, private contaexwt, v 2
tact, wo have to ank ihis gquestion. :

1. Ta can't say thet soxualily is divided up into homoscxuallty, bi-
sexuality, heterosemuality. Thin is to suppose that our aezudfity can be do-
fined in terms of the genler of the poople we relate tol And iv is to
emphasise, aleong with sexist oalture, the primacy of gender, Sempelily is
not a matter of our habits of relating. Ve all have sexuality - of the same
order, Vo all have energyg wa dircet it, we define it, we use it - for contact
with poople,mwith thinga, with ideas, Our energy has the potential for
cxpreasion towards anyone of eiilor sex, But the expression doss not define
the nature of it. Seruality flows from inside us and is intszral to every
one of us.

2, We can po longor go alons with the assumption that genital contact
is & totally different thing from other contact, whether touching, tmlking,
pleying music together, working together, Tasling for each other, When I
first began relating to a woman I was suffering from a lot of guilt ~ relig-
ioue idess, moral ideas, social ideas, And T was guilty shout genital sex
in general, not just the fact it was a woman, One thing I remember very T
clearly was our problem about drawing 2 line, We decided occagionally, you
gae, that it wag wrong and we wouldn't fuck. Ve would he warm with sach
other, close, touch each other — and sometime ons or botk of us would get
turned on. As mach os we fried we were totally unsble %o draw eny line
between affection ond sex — they merged into eachbther, We could not
break through then, but we knew really, thet it was 211 the game thing, all
part of o totality which was our responss to each other esa people, We
struggled to refrain from 'sex' {to aveid *sin') and we found that we had
to refrain from contact ! to acieve this., All our contaet, 21l our warmth
was and ia semaal, integroted. No boundaries exist — except in our minds.
Sexunlity is, simply, energys and fucking is one medium for the expression
of it.

3. B5%ill, a lot of things prevent us from seeing this, We sleep in
separate bedrooms, we fuck in hed, The flow of oursalves towards ~nother
or others is always interrupted by the conditicns we usa for fuecking, Ve
sat 1t aside in separate, privote room3 znd we go to them at night. These
circumstances zre conthantly preveniing us {rom intesrating our genital
expression with the rest cf cur livesy those circumstances reflect and
reinforce the attitudes towzrds fucking in cur mindsi A& nd being in bed even
sats p pressura to fuck on the situniion., Wo intearrupt and cetegerise our
flow towards other people., A place for everything and everythipg in its
place, This is to deny oursslvos the chanee to respond and be, frealy.

e i
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30 walre ansying tiat sexunlity hns nothing to do with who you axpresy

it with, The questicn arises: Why are we talking abeout being leshisn, then.
Tho point abeut relating is that wa can only ralate really when we are hon—
8st, cpen and worm — in tlis scciety we will, thoarsfere, relnte o ecch
other, If henesty and equality ~re criteria fer relating, then it's taoken
for gronted that we will relnte to women.

s But we hove to get rid of the cssumption that all yeou have to do to be
a Tighteon feminist is to fuek with ~ wemon, Nething is recl unlezs we
feel it, To say that an externnl action iz the point is to fall into that
cld pitfall, to think that what we do is what ontters ond to suppose that
the bidden things, which woe may or mnf not reves) {i.e. our thoughis an?
feelings} are not ioportant. That's the great ccn which keeps pecple
guarding the pppearances cof their actions, the lock of the thing., The
appearanca of sometbing can be in hermony with ips motives, the reascns for
doing it - but it cen be feke. We cannot Judge anything by its appesrance.
Not forgetting that our culture hzs tought us that it's the externnl things
that matter, from what we own right down to cppearing to do the right thing...

Conscicusness can be reflected in our actions — but it is hot a matter of

actions, Ti's a metter of knowing clearly what we thint and feel, of secing
everytiing for what it is, including the things that go on in our cwn heads,
Yo false motivem, no raticnalisations, no dishonesty with ourselves, 4nd
from this follows honesty with othur people ond honest action. Liberotion
is a process, and no sotion csn be s criterion for pregress, Fucking with
women is a consequence of that procesa, but it's net even a guaramiee that
the process is golng on. I know that I fucked with women for about seven
years before I began to come to prips with my ewn dishonesty., I know that

it's only in relating to women thet I can come to zrips with it, bdut relating
Ll
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iz the oporative word, not fuckirg,

Robin Horgan says:

Yat I have lain in beds
with some womon, yern,
for a variety of roeapons
not the lepat of which,
purprisi nglgfobv1ouslv
vas male Tespect.

But if there is a next time, by god,

it will not ba. for that

nor will we lie on a plank

in someone's correct political platform,

nor will it be done for abstract female approval
or respact.

Conpcliousness 1s the main thing, not fucking with women. Women whose
conscicusness ie changing, we must recognise, may be as far along as any of
us who heve broken down the barrier to fucking with each other — because thet
is only one barrier of mamy. To be a feminist i8 to be womap-identified, to
work with, work for, live with, fuck with women - We carmot isolate fucking
all over again, as this culture has done, and suppose that our fucking habits
are tha main, central, most important part of our changes, One sapect of a
total picture, Wo more genital cnaupmanship,

The other assumption which has to be challenged is this: that a woman who
does not fuck with women iz not a. feminist, This kind of criterion Tuns
directly ageinst the whole spirit of feminism, What we are telking about is
consciousness and action flowing from consciousneas, I related to women
goxuslly for years, &nd during these sams years I put py woman—friends down
for being *hung up on cleanliness', fprudish', "marrov-ninded'... T still
felt more valid when I was with a many I atill sought male approvaly I com-
petad with men to be 'just as strong and capable as a man' in oelae arenas,

I defined myself and other women in terms of male concepts - attractivensss,
i.e. physical appearance or wit and intelligsnce. For me the process of beceoning
woman-identified had a lot to do with how I related to men amd most of all to
do with how I related to women quite apart from the fucking,

For the first time I beceme aware of having alwaye treated men in a spacial
way, laughoed at jokos whether they amused me or not, listened, listoned,
listened, no matter how bored, waited for the guy to say when held had enough
of talking o me, never initisted'sithet: talk or the breeking off off of ity which
is to say I discovered I had always autometically taken grezt care to please
mon apd to protect their eges from emy injury by ope. In thiz way I hoped to
got approval, and the validity that goes with it. At the same time T would be
willing to join men whils they put women down (without identifying with the
wuman) I agread with Jan while he spid gy mother end his wifefs mother were
the cause of the trouble in our respective families — becouse they were frigid .
bitchos {dig that). I played the game of being allowed to bo a 'great chick’
while other women weren't, Amd, although I did always Tind it easier to talk
to, got close to women I met, I 5till inalsted that women living together were
impossible, bitchy, pernmickety, cleustrophobie, linited - I, of courss,
preferred to live somewhere with a few men around, When I talked about oy
wonen-friends, especielly to men, I stresssd their limitations, often put
them down. One sirangely tangible change which suddenly haprened about lagd
Saptember was that T stopped speaking and thinking negatively of one woman
who'd shared a flat with me, redognissd her az the beautiful, warm, person
she is, and began to undorstand her, When I visited Jenny in Lordon one night,
a woman living alone in Earls Court came over. I found her, immedietely,
boring, superficial, conservative and unliborated, Robinz found her lonely,
isolated, struggling to make contact, and oppressed. The night made a great
impression ¢n mej by the time the sister from Earls Court left Ibecame dimly
aware of what Robina was doing -~ commnicating with this women as & humen
being, an equal, and recognisinhg, umderatanding her, I was judging, I was
beginning to understand what feminiswm ia zbout, Real psople in real contact,
No categories, No judgmenta,

All this happened in the context of me relating sexually to womens and

that had nothing to de with ty approach to feminism, What happened wes that I
began to identify with women, to identify myself, at last, as a woman, I
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becoma increxsingly indifferent to pale-=pproval on any leval, T legan o
urderstard wopan, why we ava Liks wa mre, I bagnn to ses how #e hovo all bean
stocred awsy Itom seeing what we have in coormon, X hepgon to urdersiand oy
mothory T saw clearly thot I had baun identified wilh mon, bod never suppoged
women wortiy of identifying with (forgotting thet I waz cne). Fer tha first
timo I was gled te be o woman, I bed romained totally dissatisfied with being
female right through ry years of Tucking with women, The ioportant thing that
accurrad, the ihing which changed my life, ry relating, ry perception of my-
solf ard others, my playacting, ry dishonesty — the thing that changed woz 1y
ecnsciouanoas, I bogan to see people with clarity. I recognised male bullshit
ingtantlyy T slowly storted seeing my own bullshit,

Jo all this goen to point out the absurdity of secing fucking with =
womzn as any kind of criterion for feminism. T know women all oround me who
are in this process, Some of thom are marvied and fighting their husbanda/
Jovera fer resognition, for eguality of honestyy some have realised that it's
a loaing hattle; some have left; some are living alone for the first time
end fucking no-ohey some are fucking with womeny all are reloting to women,
We are all in the process, though, and all recognising and breaikting dowm
different barriers and chstacles, Do we really consider thaot the barvier to
actually fuclking with a woman is the crueial or the only barrier? To do this
ia to define relating in tarms of the sexusl, the sexunl in terms of the
genital and to fail to recognise and underatand our gisters 2z Viomen,

At the meoting ot the Centre on Lesbisnism and Feminism we were in = group
vwhere & woman said thaot she lived with n wowsn, folt clese and loving tovards
her, but did nct want to fuckler. Is this women to have no credibility? If we
insiat on honesty, we rust In this as in every avan give our sisters space to
be honest about their feslings. Te may believe this kind of feeling {like
many others) is & hong-up, but we must know, by now, that the only way to get
free of hang-ups is to rocognise them, to sse that they are there., Besides
there is nc honesty in any sister Iying cn a plank in our correct political
platform, and we would be anything but feminist to expect this.

Who are we to crente pressurs onyway? more pressure for women? This
society insiasts that women fuck men, which we agree is sexist, we cannot in-
aigt thot wormen fuck with wemen, Ve know, toc, thet conscicusness grows, is a
process of freeing oursslves from pregsurs, finding what we want in curselves
and learning net to set in any vway which we cannot be in harmony with, Cone
acicusness is not a prograp — we moy not tell ocur sistcera what they roally
#@ant, Radieal changs means wanting to do what you dog not ndopting anything,
but becoming, No pressurs.

And this pressurs ia net just pressure, but sexist, for it assumes the
primncy of genital sex, rating,.for axample, worm and renl sisterhood below
fucking with a sister!l! If we reccgnise that cur sexunlity be de-—emphosisad
end de-isclated, browht back intc harmony with our thoughts and fee,ings, we
comnot tzke it separately from ccnscicusness in our, theory, To me it seoms
that feminiat consciousness lezds to an incbility ta engage in unegual, role—
playing rolationships, which leads te mcre reloting %o women con every lovel,
which leads to fucking witl o wonnn sometime, when tha affinity is thore.

It will be because our minds

challenge and delight each other,

.~ and Tor qualities I cannct know yet

beczuse they will be hers,

conercte, specific, individusl,

like her name.

And this is the point, Fucking with a woman isn't a pelitienl Cecision but a
real relationship.

This is neot to deny thnt women should be zble to relate sexually to anch
other, that thers is a barrier which can ba broken down. It iz cnly to say
that this iz not the only barrier arnd that there ¢con be, should ba, no heir-
archies in feminism basoed on who we fuck with,

We want to re-inteprate cur semuality, moks our fucking as evurything
elsa, fres of pressura, free of dishonesiy, free of fear, of games, of allen-
ation. We nead 2 c¢lear jure conosciousness of curselves and each other, Ve
need to sgy and do what we mean, Ve need to lezrn hew to act as woe feslj ond
we need to help ocur aisters o do the same, Wothing is resl unless we fecl it.

kerryn

{This was writion for the Radicalesbian conference held at Sorrento on
July 6th-8th 1973.)



"It is the primacy of wenen relsiing o women,

aof womcn creoting @ new consciousnoss of and
with each cther which is =2t the heart of Womon's
.Litpration and tho basis for the cultural
rovolution",

FEMINIST CULTLRE

Redical Teminism stends so completely in opposition te all the male culture
domands thaot it necessitates o whole now 1ifo style. it means changing the
way we live and reglate all day, cveory day.

flale culture has alwcys domanded thaot we identify with men and exclude
women. (Feminism memns identifying with women and excluding maleness), Love
botween women is a real political Force - unbested of mossive implicetion,

lnd around that love we must build = way of life; a way aof living aut
our primacg with women in our every day liveas.

Idoolopgy .
The feminist movoment is a political force. It has a comprohensive, coh-

erent ideclogy - a body of ideas thot wnalyscs our opprossion in oll its ram-
ifications - economic, political, soeial, But it is not an exclusive idcology.
it grows as our feminist consciousnoss ‘deepons,

Feminist culture is the working out of that ideolegy, Through it we
can construct o way to end our oppression, :

Loveg between women is “the cornerstons for this structure, It is the
touchstone of gur independence, self-image, creativity. It is tho distillai-
ion of wmon's oppression and the erystallization of women's power. Without
this as our basa weo are doomod %o reformism and disunity”.

fis a radicalcsbian I draw my strength, support, direction from and with
woman, Lesbianism, for mo, is zn cttempt ot 2 froeer lifo~forco moving towards
2 women's revolution,

Mele culiure

Male culture's cdofinition of women is thot we oxist for moen., Thot defin-
ition confinos us and ecxnludes us from dsfining ond shoping the terms of our
ocwn lives, Men hove clwnys controlled, crgenised, ordered and ruled our lives

Now woe must control and reogulato our own lives,

"For self regulation is the bosis ¢f Froedem, cond dependencoe the erigin of
inequality”, e Vi

Mzle power is vnecased in male culture ~ in all the institutions .of the
patriarchy. For centurics mon's wnknowledoo of the femnle experiencoe, and tho
conscious exclusion of women from cny but the most purilec sphores of activity,
have made us invisible in male culturo,: "

Becawss male cultere and supremacy arc so pervasive we can never hope to
invade, To combot it we must croate o female moded). Just as it is impartant
to croate =n image -~ @ reoality - of copable, strong indeppndent feminist
culture. .

Human culture will exclude women uwuntil we rofuse to be inwvisible.

The noecessary procondition is the creation of the femcle axperience - the
negilocted half of humzn oxpericence. fFeminist culture must be rescarched,
explored, recognizcd ond publicised. OBy women.

Bur_History .
Female culture is largely unrecorded, What is roecorded is frogmentary.
"I have to dig my indentity eut of a chaos of imoges, I om on archeologist.
Brilliant womcn, artists and musicians, did eoxist, EGut information
about thom is buried beneath the shit of mzle history, male dominanco.
"Historically mon's unknowledge of the Fomale expericnce has made us
invisible, Mystic, not actuzl, We are invisible, unless woe woar man made
masks, Wo live invisible within mele culture. We conform to mnle imoges of
ourselves if we wish to survive snd be seen =t all," '
Just eno example is the 'witches® of ths Niddle .iges,
Witechos
ne oppression of peasant women in the ares of the witch croze took
at diffarent forms =t differont times =nd placos, but nover lost i
assential charzccter: that of a ruling class compaign of terror directed agains
the femals peasant population. . -
_Tho real issue was one of controls mzle upper closs healing under tho
suspices of the c.urch was coceptoblet female fhealing os part of the peasant
subgulture was not, ¢
The witch wes o threat to the Church/Stato. She wos a womzn, and not
ashamed of it and she appearoed to bo part of on orgonised undarground of
paasant WOMEnR, : ) - l!l.l/z
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In loccle and timing tho musi vivglent witeh humte wore associatod with

poriods of groat social upheownl, shrking faudalism ot its roots - mess peoosant

uprisings cnd conspircacics, thu beginnings of capitolism ond tho rise of pro-
testantism,

There is frzgmentory evidonece, which feminists ought to follow wp, sugg-
esting that in some areos witchcraft represonted a fupale-leo peasant robell-
100n .«

Thero is cvidence that women accusod of being witchos did moot locally
in small groups, and tnat these groups come together in crowds of hundreds
and thousonds on festivol days. Tho meetings wore probably occassions fFor
trading herbal lore and passing on the news, There is little evidence of tho
significance of the witches organisations, but it is hard to imegine that they
weren't connected to the pessant rebellions of the time,

Jerhaps they were the first feminists - slaughtered in their millions by
the male ruling-claoss.

Oup_Presont
: To parzphrase Valeris Sulopnas - life in this socimty is, ot best, an

utter bore; with no aspect of socisty being ot all relevant to women,

fo radiceal Feminist con't toke part in any ospect of the existing culturo
without having to compromiss somochaw. In a job, in education, in almost evaery
interaction shs is treztec not as a person but as o woman,

So it is important to create a'liborated toerritory’ within which wae can
grow in the recognition of our perzonhood, in which our teonunusness can bo
forged into cuonstancy by tho lova and support of our sistcrs in struggle.

The Vision

Mpre thon words, more than action; the creation of o feminist culture can
generate an atmosphore where women can feoel free enough to struggle to bo fros.

find the affort to create this culture itself is poart, of tho vision,

"Tha vizion must be so powerful, so urgent, so compelling, so immediate, so
vttorly convincing that women can no longer stand living the woy thet they do.
Which is only the woy thoy heve baen axpocted to, and cofraid not to.

"Wo must use tho wmagic of poetry ancd music to create tha vision of 2
gsociety which embodies community, d¢ignity, joy, knowlecdge, understanding,
moaning and laove,"

i\ socisty in which anjoyment will spring directly from living itself, the
process of EXpErlGﬂCE, rcther than frgm the quality of achicvemont.

This regquirecs o new culture to replaco male culturst where co-operation,
love and lifec arc the guiding forces of Urganluatlun rather than compectitiaon,
power anc bleodshed,

This coneept will chengo tha way wo live,! We must begin to build cellece
tives where women ere committcd to cther women on 2ll levels -~ emptional,
physical, economic, pclitical,

"Women must grasp 2 senso of their power to chzonge their own lives", and
that con bost be achieved by bscoming actively involved in film groups,
theatre groups, ncwspoper collectives, etc.

Never doing anything leads to o lack of confidonce in your ability fo do
cnything, Taking control of = modia and working in it creates o senso of the
creactivity, energy, pride and peower wamen are capable of,

Thg Pirpctian

lThcre are many aress of activity in which we con zet oub our feminist
ideals.
i In a woman*s community wa must cttempt to moct the survival neods of
women without economic privilige., This moons co-gporative child cora, hoalth
clinics, aobartion clinics, resources centras, infermation centres, switchboard
referal centres, otc,

Theso regquire & large, offective, organised and dediscted women's movemen
Hodig '

It is essential that we build our own mediat newspnpers, tzpes, films,
ate. Without our cwn media wo are without a veice, We ccnaot rely on the
cammunications of tho oppressor, Vast mass modia distorticns of Women's
Liberation zre ample evidence of thot,

In this mecium women are beginnipg to croate our own image of ourselves ~
instead of being dofined by somoona elso‘'s imago or informetion., iand film
is sb popular and subtle that it cen ofteon communicots in a way thot written
material cznnot,

canns/3
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Women's Fodic

there are dozons ol suneo's lTinorilisn redio oloeblluns and
grogrammes, oy Lotk give the womon sBo owmori on thoem o voloable oxpeorlenca
and cre an effective modium for communicoting wilh woeman,
They report dovelopments in such mavement Frunis o3 childenro, cbortion

and cqual cmployment. hey broargnst news of wvents in tho woments movement,
feminist posiry ond interviews with wpomen ond cir gersonzl accounts of dis-
crimination - ns well os ployicg moinly music by womon.
Telswision

{ potent modium For caommunicoling fomipist iderls is telovisicn, Espog-
ially 2s so much of cur cppression these cdaoys originatos from TV,

In the U.S. coble belovizion will scen apen up vast possibilities - a
woman's stotion will be possiblo.

for us haro, now t the #BC is soon to run a series of hald howr progroms-
made and controlled by differeont mimarity groups. Feminists must seize opp-
ortunitics like this. Besides being o medium for our messago it will create
confidence and now skills fFor the wemen involved in moking such o pregrenm,
Eventually wo will take over their media,

Sport ond Self-defonre

"The woman who heos the eontinucd oppartunity to move skillfully lsorns
thet she, cs an indiuidual; is an affective ectivn-producing agent within
har lifg-world,

A1l sports invented so far cmshasis the zspects of physiology in which
males oxcel,

Uomen have boeen conned into believing thoy are weak. Bubt woman are
strong., flest woman howve interncliscd the male image of ws as wsak and help-
loess, Wa must dostroy that in ourselvos, in our he ds, buforc we can boocone
strona. It is osscotial thot throuch sport, oxercise zond salf-dofonco courses
davelop pur latent stremgth ond self-conficdonce.

Men soe feminism om o jolkep becouse they belisve we ore too weok to boe
of any rtoeol danger,  Thev ore not prcn‘rﬂd to foco sirong, angry, defiant
woemn who c—re not istimideted by thelr pown

.Momen's Studips .

it the moment there cre verious women's studios proporoms ot different
univorsities., I believe it is vepry important to hove courses like these in
which wo con study women's hlstrry “hH women 's oppression,

But :we must he careful of bBoing febbert of- with sgonrate women's studics
courses, run on cemporitively smell bDMdgets, thaft ollows the enivorsitios to
avpid confronting the soxism ond ignaoronce c.uFamlnl m in their -own ceport-
nments zod courses.

Sisterhoc
2ASLErhncs

Meetirgs, discus siuns, Consciousness Naising Greups, conferconces stc,.
ore probobly the best wny tu oprosd the Feelings of feminist communlty.
rersgnol intcocroctinn bo»wecn wamcn can countersct the traoditicna
alienction of women From ooch othor,

tintcd lecflctu, articlus, necwspngors, journals zra alses importont.
f11 drawing wemen tocgether intn o shareg¢ oxporience of feminism, of
togctherans,ef sisterhozd,cf culturzl rovolution,
Jhe Toetic .

"The point of Women's Liburaticn is nct te stand ot the docr of the
male world, beoting our fists, and crying "let me ln, damn you, lot mo
igd!" The point is to walle zwoy From thot world ond coneentrote on crenting
a pew wmar], a wsnan who will make that wcrld full moraly by rofusing ic
populate it, o woman whs will roemcke harself,

The dostructicn of fhe petrinrchy lies at tho core ¢f a cemmunity of womon
who, by tho indestructiblo noturo of their creative fominism, are in the
process of destroying Maleness,

But they will nct gquietly sit by z2nd let us create © new wzman or a
new culture, They will cttempt to destroy us. Thoy will use the mest
affoctive weapan thay have olwsys usod on weren - male disapproval. It has
clwoys been effective before wecouse woman hove heen dapendant on them, Butb
wg hove scvered our dopendence, MNow wo must becamo streng in our independon-
co. )

find woman ore stronger poople. We have born hn rhshlw, token the
beatings and TInos men vent their frustraticn in, and yot centinued to feel
love and compassion. Wo have alwoys copod with tho worst.

And who is strongar than the woman who knows ond fggls the vaot pain
of women's gpprossion and yot copes with it, strugoles against it cvery
day. :

fen, trapped in thoir cgocentricity, srrogance, powel and cold greec
cannot empathise with our pﬁln. Thoy cannat feel in their cut the torture
of our oppression,

So it is up to wo women, we Faminist womon, to build o rovolution.
i vast fomipist, cultural revoluticn,

AN I K N X

{This paper was doveloned out'dr pany conversations with feminist sistors
and from resding and liftlﬂo idooas from sevaral fominist articles, books
and journnls). .
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THE RADICALESBIAN MANIFESTO

Lesbian. We do not accept the word in the sense that it is
traditionally used to describe, explain and limit us. Through
our experience we have come to see its political significance,
"l.esblan is8 the label which holds every woman in line.” It's a
fear word that says a woman has stepped outside her sex role -
when that's what we want to do, the label loses its bite.

Conditioning as a woman begins early. Women are deluded into
thinking that they are getting as good a deal as a man, juast
different. Leabians are not conned into accepting their situation
but are taught ithat lesbianism ig a product of penis envy, arrested
development, peraonality inadequaclies, hormones. Society expects
concealment of us. To the oppression of being a woman is added the
oppression of concealment. This is why coming out is important.
While we continue to hide from society we are accepting our own
oppression, To become visible is the indication that we no longer
accept their terms. We widen the range of our honesty with each
other and all we meet., We break down our isclation. We recognise our
oppression and refuse to internalise it, To say that Gay 1is Good is
divisive but is necessary in our reaction to conditioning. We will
not let society rest. Anyone who wishes to disapprove will be
obliged to do this to our faces,

We want to overcome the division between women - to touch, relate,

to give strength and validity to each other, We want women to be

able to relate to women on all levels. We want to relate as indiv-
iduals, not as elements in a correct ideology. Fucking with another
womanjust removes one more barrier in our minds, enables us to learn
to love our woman-selves in another woman. It ia another eradification
of oppression.,But every woman who likes and works with other women is
"gay" by socilety's standards. For us, gay consciousneag is feminist

consciousness.

We want a genderless soclety, that is a society that doesn't differ-~
entiate on the basis of sex, where people relate to each other
irreapective of gender. But we recognise that at this time and in
this place women are just more likely to be able to form relation-
ships with other women than with men, if our criterion is warmth and
honesty. We know our relationships are natural., "The only sexual
peversion is a relationship based on exploitation and dishonesty."

We understand that our oppression stems from a sexist soclety. We

recognise our oppresgsion as women. We understand the specific threat

W
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that our living without men poses to the institutions of monogamy and
the nuclear family, institutions which are the basis and the training
echools of ithe patriarchy. This is why we organise as gay women apart
from our gay brothers. Gay men, though still oppressed, do still receive
the automatic benefits of being male in a patriarchal society. Lesbhians
can only receive the automatic oppression of being female in a patriarch-
al society. There are professions traditionally allotted to gay men,but
there's not even a paternalistic hand to women. Gay men have their herces-
Shakespeare, Oscar Wilde - while oursg are suppressed - who knows that
Florence Nightingale and Joan of Arc related to women? Homosexual men
have always had the option of compromising, of receiving approval by being
worthwhile citizens. Women aremn't supposed to aci for themselves, they
are the power behind the man, So a lesbian, logically, has no place at
all in a patriarchal society. At the same time this makes us freer to act
against it.

We see all oppression - capitalist/worker, white/black, imperialist/third
world as sexist, that is, as based on male power, We identify with the
struggles of all oppressed groups, not as different isolated causes, but
as symptoms of a sexist world view.

We are going to fight our oppression on all levels. We refuse to regard
ourselves as free while women are oppressed. We recognize the institutions
which oppress us, and will not set up copies eof marriage, of role playing,
of power dominance, We are fighting our oppression with honesty, in our-
selves and others. We will destroy the nuclear family in gurselves. We do
not want equality, but liberation, We do not beliewa in individual solutions,

Qur immediate aims and tactics are not fixed. Preconceptions affect tactics;
we think that the whole society must change, and work at what comes, fixing
at no one level. It is part of our oppression that we do not know how much
we do not know. We cannot say whai freedom will be like, We do not have a
programme, A new soclety of aware people is very much a vision stili. But
we can say certain things. We do not condene any manifestation of the
ideals of monogamy or the nuclear family within our own relationships. We
believe that leadership is destructive, power is sexist, and as we aim

for a leaderless society so we work in a leaderless group. And we attack
the power basis of of sexism in existing institutions. We work through
conciousness raiding to free our own heads. We work through zap actions

and demonstrations to raise the conciousneas of others, always bearing in
mind'gpat confrontations may open people's eyes, it may also alienate them,
We do groove on militancy but adapt tactics to situations. But we do not
shirk confrontations, kanowing that our silence oppresses our silent sisters.
Cur existence is an argument in itself. Not only poofter bashers but a .
whole societly oppresses us, so directness is the best tactic.

We want more than equality., We want Revolution. Male power, embodied in

the male inastitutions of our preseut culture, is aggression, To ask for
equality is only to get into that ~ into ruthlessness and non-caring. So
forget about that concept of power :and talk about collective feminist
conciousness; about development as people in strengih and love., "Lying in
the armg of the individual solution," we wont get anywhere, So we want to
establish our own alternmative feminist culiure, We want a disiinct

feminist community where we can learn to.be/act ourselves as people, We are
not going to be seen through the eye of male culture. And there's no point
in conquering male culture when we can create our own,

N.B Everything is a paradox.

Authorised by Women's Liberation and Gay Liberation.



RULES AND RELATIONSHIPS

Since Radicalesbians first got going round Australia, a number of
unwritten rules have been built up about how a lesbian feminist
relationship should work. I wanted to write something about them, but
211l T got was either my life story or statements about love and work
and economic bases that got too far away from the daily details I keep
thinking about. So instead I've written down the rules about
relationships that I collected by talking to women in Adelailde.

1. Feminist lesbians who are fucking together don't:

- pash on in public places

- go everywhere together

- live together/sleep together every night
- say they want to be monogamous.

The reasons for this set of rules are something like:

- setting up a situation for yourself where you can't drift into
making a fucking relationship your main security or interest
- making sure that cother people can still get through to you.

2, Within the relaticnship there are other rules. Feminist lesbians don't

- fall in love
-~ feel jealous
- want to be monogamous

and do

- talk about what they are doing, not only with each other.

The reasons for this set of rules are something like:

- getting suspicious about the idea of love because it mainly seems
to have worked to keep women ocut of action.

~ getting suspicious about monogamy because it mainly seems to be
there to make stable worker-producing families,

3. Then if you do get involved in multiple fucking relationships there

are some other rules. These aren't quite as clear cut yet, but my random

sample agreed that:

- you can't work on spontaneity e.g. if you all go to a party you
need to know beforehand who goes home with whom

~ some kind of balance of time has to be worked out

- you don't want to know either everything or nothing about your
lover's other lovers.

The reasons for this set of rules are something like:

~ since we have been trained to expect that we will get our main

'~ emotional security from one other person, we have to untrain
ourselves. To demand of ourselves and the women we love that we
act as if we were there already is silly.

These are the rules as far as I can collect them. I've written them down
as dictatorial statements, but actually they aren't used as a great new

way of conforming. Everyone who believes in them breaks them, but it means

that we have to think about what we do, and not just drift along doing
what we were always told teo do.

Still there is a lot that the rules don't even take into consideration.
we working out rules to change society or to make life easier? Is there
anything in the rules that applies specifically to lesbian relationships?
Is this etiquette or politics? BAnd a lot of other questions.

Jenny.

A discussion on rules and relationships will take place at
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