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' We do not want Equality

It's a common misconception, even
among women, that women's liberw
ation 18 directed at & conquest of
the privileges of men in the patri-
archy, For a long time I pursued
the doomed attempt t0 be freer and
more equal by adopting male habits,

male ideas about sex, male siriving,

competition and overt toughness.

At first, of ooursme, it was a
matter of doing a lot of things
which are not acceptable in women
in our role-divided society, and
being conscious of just where those
boundaries are, At first it looked
a8 1f the meaning of those bound-
aries was my exolusion, women's
exolusion, from the real world, On
one level — good jobs, advancement,
moneys on another — freedom to fuck,
drink, swear, and do as I pleased,
One thing is abeolutely clear -
what I took, then, to be the real
wWorld is wholly defined in the
terms of the men who live in it, I
knew when I was about fourteen that
I*d have to break with my family's
values, and I tried to do that -
but it never ococurred to me (and
how ocould it?) that I would have to
80 on and break with something that
lies behind my partiocular family
and also deeply inside my own mind,

And it's because of the patri~-
. arohal structure, the patriarchal
values ingide my own head (and
everywhere else too) that I waa
8111y encugh (like most of us) to
suppose that the boundaries stand
for exclusion, that the battile was
to get over into that "»real" 'male
- world, Equality, I spoke their
word, Cesting a feminiat glance at
‘em, I can't help but be surprised
that anyons would want equality
with sen ~ as men are,

The role division is given, It's
& fact in most behaviour, private
and public, It's & fact in the
middle of fuoking, it's a fact at
breskfast in any family, it's a
fact in every line of newsprint. It
makes gense that women, aware of
the deathlike qualities of their
lives, should turn at first to the
alternative role, the one that
looka so much better in its own
terms {which are the only terms it
makes available),

And then the dawn, The realis-
ation that ne role is living, that
every role is a subtraction from
reality, & hiding away of ourselves,
a disguise of the fact: that we are
all just human beings, no more, no
less, This realisation sure comsa
slow apd hard in & society which
sees no reality at all outside of
roles,

It's not just that it isn't good
snough to mtrive for entrance into
the male role - it doesn't work, If
we can get there at all, it's at
the cost of precisely those qualit-
ies which have been denied men by
their own conditioning, Bquality
with men means another role, &

‘different incapacity to liva honesgt~

1y and freely,

Frerything that is given is part
of the pairiarchy. It's only by
weoding out what is given, and
coming into contact with our many-
sided, multi-lateral selves that we
oan hope to Zind 2 way %o live, And
that is what we need - not any of
the things we have learned as nee- .
esoary, Men learn that they have te
make it in the public world of meng

‘women learn that they have to make

it in the private world of one man,
It's just a con, If you make it,




you've had it, you've ceased to
live, Making it is totally unreal.
Making it is death against life,

© I used to think patriarchal
things were important (who didnft?)
(what else does anyone tell you?).
T used to think my achievements
wore important, and my reputation,
and my empty responsibilities and
I tried as well, being a woman, to
fall in love with some man, For
about twenty-six years, I was too
busy measuring up to notice that
what was important was the way I
felt, the way I lived, the strugg-
les in my mind, I could not ackowl-
edge that this interlor drama was
the thing that mattered, It went
on, iAnd I wag scarcely conscious of
it at all, 1 thought it ought to be
seocondary, Secondary, when it all

boils down, to one role or another,
Instead of searching out a way
to live I sought success, the out-
ward appearance of virtue (however
I defined it doesn't matter); I
sought acceptance, approval, ad-
vancement - a great landscape of
outward objects, Men too ~ without
even knowing it, I sized them up -~
"maybe this one will do" .~ I lived
in the barren unhappy climate of
male values, In the end we have to
challenge everything, not just the
nuclear family, the couple, the
discrimination agains us etec. ad,
inf, — but the way we ourselves
have been taught to think, '

Kerryn

Our roles and Ourselves

Division into roles iz the division
of human qualities into two basioc
sets, male and female, You have
only to look carefully at any bee
haviour in any situation to see
that everyone is involved in beahav-
ing accoxding to the appropriate
pattern, Male initiates, thinks,
decides, scts, Female follows,
feels, and acts only in support and
in the home., Male controls the
where, when and how., Female agrees -
preferably without struggle. Powsr
rests with the male, buttressed by
the role expectations which we are
all taught to share,
Women suffer the double-bind of

expecting men to be in charge and
_expsoting unworried agreement from
themselves, When a woman finds her
self unwilling to follow the male
lead, she ends wp asking: What's

wrong with me? EOT: What's wrong
with him?

The uninterrupted role-~teaching
saturates us as we grow upg it's
inside our mindsy (it's meant to
be)s all of us have balieved that
wo are limited by our gender — we
say: women are irrationals women
like %o please; women like %o have
gomeone to lean on, to deocide for
them, Wo assume that what we ob~-
gerve in fact i3 inevitable in nat-
ure, We believe these. things sbout
other women and even about oure
selvea, How could we believe any-
thing else? when nothing else is
indicated to us? Fesllure to please,
Tailure to be satisfied does not
lead us to ask whether we should be
satisfied, but leads us back to
looking for the trouble in our-
selves,




We confuse ourselves with our
ingrained idea of how we ought to
be., Years of striving to be what we
ought is a hell of a training when
wo want to turn around and look at
what we are, Fxosptionally confus-
ing when the idea of what we should
be is an idea of a half-being, a
role which blacks out our stirong,
creative, initisting impulses, It's
not suyprising that we often con-
ceive of ourselvea as heing without
these qualities,

With Jan, for example, I was
never able to stop taking for
granted: that he ought to make the
sexual overtures; that his desires
on small things like going to the
plctures or staying home were more
valid, more worthy of considerationj
that when he gave up eating meat I
ought not to eat it in front of him,

I was never able to start: quest-
ioning hias ideas on society, right
action, homosexuality, women, any-
things doing what I wanted; saying
what I thought, If he indicated a
disinclination for a glass of wine,
I felt guilty opening the bdottile,

I even thought, again and again:
if T was 2 guy and he the woman, I
would be in a totally different
Bituation., My actions would look
totally different, both to me and
to everyone around us, In everyday
action this didn't help me, only
made me feel suffocated and trapped.
When I {ried to explain it to him,
he frankly hadn't the faintest idea
what was wrong (with me}. It wasn't
a lack of goodwill so much as a
total inability to see me as an~
other pergon, an inability so total
that he had no way of knowing he
had it, 4s if a blind person took
blindness for the norm, '

The freakiest thing of all waa
not knowing what I myself felt,
thought and wanted, I identified -
for all T was worth with what he
folt, thought and wanted., If he

gsaid he loved me, I loved himj if
he thought Henwey Miller was the
greatest, I ocould immediately see
whys if he wanted to meet me at the
pictures T was there, whether he
got there or not - I understood
that he did hiz best, When he wasn%t
round I would slowly locate some of
the things I didn't agree with,
didn't like, didn*t want, His pres-
ence always alisnated me from my=
self all over again, I had no fem-
inist consciousness ~ only a
preasing and suffoocating sense of
powerlessnesa, I accused myself of
being inarticulate, being weak,
being unreasonable. Sometimes I
folt T had no will, And in relation
to him this appeared quite true,

In gshort I hadn't the remotest
equipment to take even the first
step of knowing myself, seeing what
I was, What I was always slipped
away, disappeared in the context of
ny relationship with this civilised,
politically radical and sexually
gentle male, He seemed fine - I
didn't have a clue what I was,

It's not as if we are oonsciously
telling ourselves we should be this
and that. It'@ be a lot easier to
fight if 1t was like that, We ocarry,
rather, a whole internalised pat.
temn of practical conformity to the
woman's role, It was Ted in ever
since birth -~ of course we don't
remember how it happened, It's all
in our habits of relating., We are

habituasted to willimg oppression,
Everything we see and hear - ALL
the input -~ reinforces these habits,
And it's never called oppreislon
either — it'as not that easy., The
pull to be what we ought to be 1s
an unconscious demand - in the mom-
ont, I used often to feel discom.
fort, unease, unhappiness without
any sharp idea of why.

Our first work is to underwtand
the role-demand, to see the things
pushing us to be "like a woman", to




ask ourselves why we can't do other.
wise, We will find, we are finding,
that much of what prevents us is in
ourselves, our hadbite of relating,
the inbuilt preference for pleasing
others, The simple practice of
questioning curselves is snough to
open our eyes and our paths,

Our next work is the painful -
business of disentangling ourselves
from the demands of the role. {(We
will be told we're crazy, umnaiural,
zbnormasl, unfeminine — inevitable
when the definition of sanity, nat.
uralness, normality and femaleness
in this society is in terms of ;uat
these roles wa are challenging,

In time we will be able to be
indifferent to demarnds which make
ne sense to us, we will be able to
be indifferent to male opinion,
male approval and male put.down, In
time we will learn to act for our-
selves, Sisters! We can, every one
of us, find the being inside us who
iz neither "masculine™" nor “femin-
ine"”, dut a whole human being, the
being who knows her own mind (is
not bent by the need for male ap-
proval), the being who acts honest-
1y according to what ghe kmowsa, not
because she should -~ but beocsuse,
well, what else 1is there?

Sisterhood is the key. I firset
thought some of these things just
before I came into close contact
with some reminist sisters, It
seomed a bleak and impossible task,
in a world based entirely on ap-
pearances and roles, to even begin
weeding out my own inculcated ways
of thinking and acting. It was
around then that I discovered my
aisters, The revolution began, To
relate to women on any level is to
relate outside the power-game,
Sister solidarity is a new world -
the firat I've known which wants to
bring theory snd practice back
together, which wants to do &way
with roles, obligation, and putting
a free front on oppressive realite
ien, the first which wants to ses
things as they are and recogniseés
that it won't work to pretend that
things are not as +they are,

Nobody's saying it's easy, I am
often appalled at the gulf between

1 my theory and my practice; I often

find the o0ld sexiat, role-oriented
thoughts dritting around in my head
T #till mistake love for obligatlon,
But it's started, sisters, with
your help and mine, Feminism is life
against death,

Epping Forest

Things are as they are
armd the only virtue is
To perceive them as they ave,

Tou are right, suddeniys

I have denied my power, my beauly, and myself,
apologising, blunted the attack

and all possible attacks

at all times,




Sex Roles

In a soociety which is based upon
sexism, pecple are forced to enact
a certain role dased on sex. Sex
roles deform people. They warp and
twist the inner being into conform—
ing to an image of what others con-
gider normml, Women are forced to

' be subservient to wen because that
48 how women are supposed to be,
Women continually degrade themselv-
o8 and other women, They dare not

appear too confident, they helieve
and are taught that men are super-
jor %o themselves,

These roles that we are forced
to play perform a certain funotion,
that of re-inforcing the patri-
archal state and muclear family.
These roles have also beep accomo-
dated by the capitalist society
that we live in, e.g. by creating
false consumer neede, A simplistic
example of this is of women needing
make-up to present a sexy, natural,
or sophisticated image of themselv-
o8 )

One of the most dangerous weap-
ona that is uged to keep roles
surviving, is alienation, We don't
relate to each other or ourselves

fully because we have a role to

enact, We don't comrunicate or
know ourselves, We continue playing
roles because at least we have
something to shelter behind, Be-
pause we play roles we are alilen-
ated, because we are alienated we
contipue with our roles ,.. the
circle has to be broken, And it is.
Homosexuality, with Gay con-

soiousness, poses the greatest
- threat to the continuation of mex
‘roles, Homosexuality means relating

oompletely to a person of the same
sex, no matier what lovel the

relating is done on - be it intell~
ectual, physical or emotional, It
means breaking through the striet
coding of male "dominant" relating
only to female "submissive,"
Because women are refusing ito
act out their social role, which 1is
to bend and mould themselves into
what the male expects of them, to
conform to the male image of woman,

then we have women who are breaking

down the isolation which separates
us all, the isclation that forces
us to play out our roles, and that
means women refusing to accept that
they can only relate and survive
with men,

It means women relatins to women,

A lesbian rehels against the

traditional role of wife and mother,

and the behaviour necessary ito that
role, the passive, weak submisaive
behaviour, The lesbian's existence
poses a direct threat to the nue-
lear family, The unit which revolve
es around the authoritarian father,
dependent mother, and the children
with no identity.

Gay women must face each other a
a3 real people - we have no protec~
tive roles to hide behind, we must
be honest with each other, And that
is something we have been taught
never to do,.., we Lsve been taught
to play our roles,

¥hen women start relating to
women, when we start discovering
ourselves and other women, then
patriarchy starts to orumble,

¥hen women are not living in the
oppressive conditions of the nu.
clear unit, they will start to live
communally, and with each other,

not false images.

e nuclear unit relies on there
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being dominant and submissive roles
¥When women giart relating honestly
there can be no rcles,., there will
be relationships.

Cne point that many people find
bewildering is where do children
fit into the homosexuals' liber-
ation programme? If the analysis of
goclety and oppression is taken far
enoughk, it will include children -
the claass that does not even rate
as belng oppressed,

When we atart sesing ourselves

and others as peopls and not images,

we will discover that children are
people, Their needs may vary from
ours, but so do all people's needs
vary. Children are people, '

When we start living copmunally
it will be irrelevant whethsr the
oommunes are made up of femmlea or
males or children,.., they will be
made up of pecple, who support and
care for each other,

Because we challenge our roles
wa force every person o think

about, acknowledge, reject or
acoopt their roles,

Because capitalism depends on
pecple staying in their roles -
the roles of mother, d aughter,
worker, intellectual, father, hus-
band, oppressor, oppressed, when we
start to challenge our rolea, we
then challenge the economic set-up
of this scolety.

And that is why Gay Women's
Liveration will horrify and threat-
en so many people and institutions,
because we are not aaking for '
equality, for the right to get
married or set up our own nuoclear
units,., we are demanding liber-
ation,

We will fight for our liberation

‘and that means war against those

that oppress us,,. and we are
preparing for the fight.

Sharon




Destruction of the Family

The quality of life for all members
of the nuclear family is generally
acknowledged by any thinking person
to be a very medioore brand of 1life
at best, and at its worst to be a
degrading parody of any life at
all,

The evils inherent in the family
siructure are baing slowly exposed
by women who live their whole lives
enmeshed in its restriocting coils,
and by young people as they seek to
escape from the blight it too often
puts on their lives,

Meanwhile we play around with
the same tired old ideas that com-
munal living, or socialism will be
some kind of answer to the problem,
and for some people, some of these
far from new forms do seem to work,
at least for a little while,

But where are fresh concepts
going to oome from? Why do we con-
tinue to shift emphasis alightly to
the left and put patches on a brok-
en down system? Where do commmune
mombers go when their commmne dis-
solves? Do they return to the
traditional family unit? Drop out

for awhile? Look for a new commune? -

¥hat is innovative or» radical in
thess old themes, none of them
-developed by women? What is the
‘hitoh that keeps us from approach-
ing this sgonizing problem in any

new way?

+ 1 believe we are afraid of the
fundamental necessity of total
destruction of the family, I
believe we are afraid to start from
Square one,

- Our social traditions have con-
ditioned us to accept that "destruo-
$ion" is a bad word which denctes
base aotion or .nihilistioc behaviour,

8

Destruction, we are convinced, is a
smashing beyond repair, a negative
action to be abhorred by all civil-
ized people, Therefore to avoid
thinking about the poasibilities of
a systematic de-struction appears
to be preferable because to do
otherwise would be too disturbing
t0 our pre—conditioned minds,

Harbouring fears about de-strucw
tion infers that traditional ideas
or traditional principles muet have
already been thoroughly examined by
some brilliant mind who then prow
nounced a Jjudgement, This judgement
then becomes bimding, to stand for
all time as if it had been carved
in rock, To question & rle so
laboriously chiseled in rock bhe-
ocomes a sacrilege and is relegated
to the realm of the "unthinkable"”,

Socliety in the grip of such a
strong belief, especially of long
durationy, is bound to treat with
condemnation anyone who dares to
rejoct an atrophied notion of an
"eteornal® truth. Vigilante groups
are always at the ready to pillory
anyone fearless enough to tamper
with the workings of entrenched
rulss,

It is our fear of the aggreasive-
ness of destruction that causes
avoidance of this basic step toward
any revolutionary ooncept of re-

structuring the family. The oomplete

rehabilitation of a worn out, dis-
funotional unit mecessarily demands
that it first be %aken apart, broke
on down completely to all its
esaential parts in a ruthless aoct
of de-stryuction,

Until every facet of its oper-
ation is queationed and examined by

~taking it apart in our minds, re-
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strmcturing can never begin. Until

the entire concept of the family is
taken apart, a new unity can never
be arrived at, Unly wher this esgeén-
tial step is taken hy encugh women
in a serious way can the bits and
pleces be recombined in experimental
forms until some totally new and
workable structure emerges.

Simply because the family as it
iz now constituted containa so many
flaws in its funotion, most of them
appallingly detrimental to women,
the very process of imaginatively
destroying it can have a healing
effect on the woman who attempts an
ageressively deatrmictive attack
upon it,

The actualities of this century
should be a forcing agent for women
toward a re-struciuring of the
family that will at the very least

‘be adequate to women's requirements

which have always beon totally
ignored,

I refuse to believe that women
mst remain so gtilted and hide-
bound in their thinking that they
cannot create fresh principles for
living with their families rather

than merely existing for their
families,

Women are constantly being
acoused of lacking creativity and
the abilities required to emlarge
the world's horizons, I refuse to
accept this as anything more than a
self-fulfilling prophecy., It ia
time women siopped accepting this
humiliating myth,

Fepales are never going to be
encouraged in any way by soclety to
forge ahead with imaginative or
creative solutions to any of the

‘earth's problems, No one is ever

going to give any of us real oppore
tunities to experiment in the realm
of ideas. Whatever we get we will
have to take, and take boldly
befors it can be snatched away by a
foarful and threatened ayestem.

We can do anything we want to do

right now, if we are not afraid to
broaden our thinking to include
destruction. Or mast we wait for
our granddaughters to begin the
procesa?

May

Possession

When you said you loved we,

You meant possession,

A lesbian ragdoll

To keep in the cupboard,
And play with on rainy days
When the teddy bhear was tired,

You wanted to tickls my cunt
Until I flopped ard aighed,

And said T was yours,

I'11 be locked in nobody's wardrobe -
Emily needa sun and air,
She's afraid of your close clammy cupboard,

9

Emily




Sextial. Liberation?

Sexual liberation is much more than
learning to fuck joyfully and
freely, Freeing yourself from fear
and shame of your own body is terr-
ibly impmaﬂt’ it's fundamental,..
but it's not somathing you can
achieve in a vaocuum, Or maybe you
can if you're young, beautiful and
male, The rest of us have to per-
coive our sexual existence as inex-
tricably meshed with the fabric of
our overall struggle,

I know a lot of people who value
their sexual freedom very highly,
They have struggled to achleve it,
some of them. Others take it as a
God-given right, But there is a
danger that there will develop an
elite in the area of sexual liber-
ation, One person's freedom often
rests on the subjeotion of someone
else, Thia elite saya in affect,
"I've broken what I see as my
bonds..., now I'm free, and I re-
nounce all responsibility towards
yous if you're not as free as I am,
that's your problem," To them,
that'e wisdom,

The people who don't make it
into this sexually free elits are
the oneas who are restricted Yy
factors unaffected by whether or
not they've freed themselves from
sexual guilt and fear, factors
like whether they're married or
comaitted to someone before they've
thought the matter throughs whether
theytve got children; whether
they're atill plagued by feelings
of jealousy and possessiveneas,

I've observed that people who
value ssxual freedom also plaoe
immense value on mobllity - the
ability to float socizlly. If you
want to be mobile, to float, to

11

live spontaneocusly, then to have a
child or to be committed {to another
person is, quite simply, unthink-
able,

Bringing up & child on your own
=~ without a partner, and not in a
copmunal situation, and speoially
if you haven't got mach money -
reduces your mobility to almost
goerc, Demanda mads on you exclus—
ively, by the child, cause fright-
ful conflicts in which there is no
intermediary., You are on your own,

To live a sexually free life .
fucking with your friends because
you love them, not binding yourself
to one sexual partner - becomes .

‘immensely difficult if you are

bringing up a child, Iiving on your
own meéans you have no-che o supp- -
ort you when your strength collap-
ges, You start to demand & lot more
from arny lover you might have, more
than a childless person would
demand, You fael so assaulted by
your child's need of you that you
B8lip easily into the ocondition of
wanting to be number one for some-
one,

If the person you love is one of
the sexually free elite, then your

" child marics out the perimeters of

your relationship with that person.
Impasse,

Someons I know has an imege for
the way he wanis to live: rather
than seeing people you love in a
kind of ranking order .. the top one
being number one, the person you
feel most emotionally involved with
and with whom you fuck most or
spend moat of your time with - you
oan see yourself and people you
love as a goriss of overlapping
oircles, the amount of cverlap
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indicating the amount of oconcern
you feel for each other &t any
given time ~ this is a shifting im-
&age, not a rigid ons like the
ranking order,

This seems fine, 8 lovely image,
But what if the other people in
your pieture don't see the same
amount of overlap between their
cireles and yours? There's the rub,
People need to be loved, And when
you feel you love someone more than
they love you, that's where the
pain starte, The overlapping ciro-
les image starts to look like a
rationalisation of something like
emotional irresponaibility,

Jealouasy and possessiveness are
the hardest emotions to handle,
vhen you're trying to free yourself
and thus the people you love, Iits
often not the thought of the phys-
ical faot of fucking, between the
person you love and someocne slae,
that hurts.,, rather it's the fear
that their gain is your loss, that
the new intimacy your lover exper—
jences means less for you. You feel
less sure of yourself and your own
'Ortho

- There are three ways you react
to this situation: -

- you rage, you grieve, you lay
heavy trips, you give vent to your
Jealouay, all stops out,

~ you stew in ailent misery,
faking it on the outside: "He'll
never know how bad I fesl."”

- or you work at thinking it
through, trying to be strong
enocugh and oalm enough to still be
Yoursel? although part of yourself,
the love you need from the other
person, has been withdrawn from
you,

Row, there's a very fine, almost
imperceptible line between faking
it and working at it,

If you fake it, you're doing
this for the other person's comfort,
People always want someone they are
hurting to be cheerful, Seeing the

12

kurt on somecne's face is s naked
accusation, :

Maybe you fake it for idealogio-
al reasons: women find themselves
bludgeoned by their own convictions,
It's another facet of the great
'60s ripoff kmown as the sexual
revolution: it's uncool not to fuck
around, it's uncool -~ a heavy trip
~ to display any feelings that
might be conatrued as sexual com-
mitwent, And sometimes when you're
faking it, you kid yourself you're
not feeling these things, Tske &
good look at yourself next time
you're kept waiting for four hours
for a guy who says he's coming
round and rolls in at midnight
stoned amd cheerful,., shit, sister,
you've got to stop taking it some-
time, Why pretend you're not
furious and miserable? Is it a
heavy trip to ask for courtesy?

If with your mind you reject
jsalousy as unproductive and damag-
ing, this doesn't mean your heart
i»s as robust as it needs to be to
withstand the pervasive influence
of soocialisation, You find yoursel?
in a double bind: having spoken out
against possessiveness, you find
yourdelf in no position to make
judgments when you're heing ox.
ploited by a man who wants to keep
his mobility,

Effortlessly faithful/I wax
towards curves he charts himself/
for straying, (Robin Morgan)

I'm not e#aying that working at
it isn't painful, It hurta like
hell, But if you don't do it,
you'll be miserabls, The difficulty
in working at a relationship i»
that the man may not (probably
won't) feel like putting as much
energy imto it as you do, Sooially
mobile people are in danger of
becoming chawmeleons. If something

goes wrong in the scene they're in,

if someons tries to hold them ox
a8k them to give something in the

way of ftime or cormitment, they




8lip out of it and float off tc a
replics, or a replacement. You and
your child start to look like a
trap, even to you, Once that happ-
ens, you'd better think fast .,.

“because you've hegun to internalise

the attitudes of your oppressor,
Tou can get strong in yourself,
This is hard for women, because
they've been taught to sae their
lives as re—action rather than

action -~ response to the initiative

of men ~ which of course is a dir-
eotly sexual as well asm emotionsl
problem, Women often feel incom-
plete without a man, Women wait,
There's & space in your heart that

~stande empty until the person you

love is with you. You can change
this, Look, you have to change it,
if you want to battle along in this
rough milieu,

But to do it you have to be
whole,

This ia the hardest thing a
woman can try to do, Something I
forget regularly, learn again al-
most in apite of myself, is the

strength you can get from the
company of women, Whenever I go to
the women's centre, or to my CR
group, I set out in a state of self
mockery: going out to get a re-
charge, sh? But I como home feeling
unanriouws, strong, whole again,
Some women (and by no means all
of them gay) reject the company of
men, out of despair that they'll
ever change, But if you like men,

and work with them,and love some of

them, theire has to be a way for
them not to kill you, (Robin Morgan
knows about that kind of death, And
Sylvia Plath,) Finding this way
will bring you closer to¢ women, and
divide you irrevocably from a lot
of men, Onoce you reach a ceriain
stage of conaciousness, I don't see
that there's any other way you can
29. You have to find the atrongest
part of yourself, and make it
enough to live with, Strength to
your heart, o

Helen Garner
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one day i went away
by myself

no children, no husband, no guilt
1 felt, and i responded
after three weeks i came back

and looked at you and saw a.ll the fear

and it frightened me
and made me think

you are all so young

and you need me as well as want me
not just me, but i've been there all the time

it's o,k.
i'm staying with you
cos i want to

when i can be with you
eaoch of you open gy head. to so much
80 many beautiful feelings

i'd forgotten all that

i was putting limits on myself by closing you ‘out
i hopa i can stop doing that

'R_uth

- Depende_nce'

Words don't havo a fixea mnaning
Even dictionary definitions don't
tix the meanings of words. Bveryone
hag a subjective sense of a word -
even if we scoept the same diction-
ary definition we feel good or bhad
vibes about it, and this alters the
vay we use the word,

Dependence can sesem good or bad,
It oan be bazed on needing or on
vanting, We can depend for support,
~ or we can depend totally, But the
woxd has, at first, anyway, more
bad overtones than good, Dependence
is something to be wary of, A
‘dependent person is one who takes
no responsibility for her aotions,
In this sense dependence is some
thing inherent in a woman's oon-
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dition:lng. e've all boen taught
early, in our families and at
school, to rely on approval, is our
aense of ourselves becomes surer,
dependence ceases to beocome & prob-
lonm,

A dependent relationahip. Vo
feol we know what that is, It's in-

| sidious, Hard to recognisze until

wa're out of it, We don't see the
tell-tale aigns -~ adopting the
other person's opinions and attit-
udes, needing them to be there -~
until we look back on them from a
point where welve liberated our.
selvas from those pressures, When
wa express fear of another person's
dependency, we may in fact be
scared of our own wish to rely
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heavily on the other, It's a double
bind, We can be too scared of being
dependent, and get into a syndrome
where avoidance seems the same
thing as independence, which is
d‘mt a dOdgao

When does suppori become de-
pendence? If you say you're becom-
ing dependent becanse you start to
feel a fool, then that's as much as
to say that your sense of dependence
ralies on your being sesn as depen.
dent, so that your sense of inde-
pendence has been equally dependent,
It figures that dependence isn't
Just a one way thing, of course,
A1l role playing is a mutual depen~
dence, And wa often end up staying

in an outgrown relationship because

we have come to need each other, in
this way or in others’ ' Miybe We get -
involved beocause we ses something
in another person that we dontt
have, that we want to identify with
- 8ither their weakneze or their
strength., This is a dodge too, No
one else can ever be responsible
for us, We need people for s lot of
things, for warmth, companionship,
comfort, fucking, but not to prove
our own worth to us,

Nonetheless the whole concept of
dependence can at times seem like a
blanket excuse. We fool ourselves
into relationships, they break up
and we have to have a rationale for
that, so we call them dependent,
which is to say no more than unsuc-—
cessful, Certainly running away
from dependence g no more autono-
mous than seeking it out, We can
get to the stage when willingnesa -
to become involved has bad. over-
tones, Does involvemeni mean
dependence? Should we usge the word
compitment when we're talking about
a relationship that's concerned
solely with the present, and the
word dependenca for a relationship
that's making promisaa about the
futura?

Generalisations .oan . become a
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hassle, We're thinking all the time
about individual cases, which often
makes it hard to agree with what
another person is saying. Yet if we
accept that the personal is the
political the idea of individual
cases takes on a new meaning. It
should be possible to work through
40 a langusge we can all spesk
without misundersianding, because
we are all experiencing &s individ.
ualg our common condition, But we
don't speak that langusage now, So=

o od dcf:ncleﬂce
: dcpe.‘ndenac_._ ancthes~
way
o
Seein
ik J
Scramble
cass

Zven that's not enough to expraas
snother idea, though., What if we do
nead to depend totally on someons
else at certain times? Then we need
more than a diagram, we need =»
mobile whare the circles swing in
and out of each other,

There's a kind of parancia‘'in
the idea of dependence, Dependence
davelops under the fear of depend-
ence, For example, freak outs, One -
of the signs of & "dependent relat-
ionship" is when one of the two
people starts freaking,
of the reasons thet this leads to
the breakdown of the relationship
is that wefre conditioned to be
afraid of freaking, So we get such
extremes as someone attempting to
break their dependence by freaking
{showing dependence) in order to -
alienate the other and escape that
way. If our idea of dependence was
more flexible, then freak-outs
wouldn't be meen as such a total
disaster, But in fact the last

and yet one’




person we'd talk to about depsndence
is the person we're dependent on,

This is the sign of bad depend-
once, Lack of honasty. The idea of
good dependence, of dependence that
is support and involvement, rather
than submerging of identity, doesnt
exclude honesty, but rather relies
on honesty. The reagon that we have
this fear word dependence is he-
¢cause we have expectations, Because
someone leans on us, they will al-
ways want to lsan on us. Because we
lean on someone, they mst always
be there to lean on, Thinking this °*
way, we falsify things, Relation-
shipas don't start and finish., %
relate all the time, Expectations
fuck things up, because we start to
divide things into phases, This
relationship iz dependent therefors
it must stop., Really, relationships
aren't go much good or bad ag ex-
isting at different times on diff-
erent levels; but it's hard for us
to be that flexible in our thinking,
though obviously we are in our
rractice,

The question of dependence is
tied vp with the question of _
couples, Think of the mutual depen-
dence of a couple and you have the
good and the bad of it befors you,
But can we simply accept the idea
of a couple s&ven for the purposas
of this kind of discussion? Ars
couples inherentiy dependent? To
put it another way, is s group a
more independent structure? Group
pressure, in fact, can be mors

subtle than pressure from one pers-
on, Groups can be Jealous, It is
posgible to be dependent on.a group.
Nor are couples necessarily a
closed unit ~ spending all their
time together, only fucking each
other, having rules of their own,
And yeot we find it diffiecult to
relate to one person in & So-
called couple, There's an oblig-
ation to relate to the other person
which has nothing to do with hexr as
an individusl, Some of these prob-
lems are done awsgy with by seeing a
oouple not as a monogamous unit,
but as a primary relationship,
Though if it remains important to
ug that our primary relatlionship
approves of all our socondary
relationships, all kinds of para-
noia are still possible,

So to the end there remsin two
possible uses of the word, Depend-
ence can mean support, involvement
and it can go along with honest
discussion of our situation. And,
hoping for all this, we can stilil
fall into a dependence on approval,
become unable to act without re-
assurance, lose touch with what we
roally want for ourselves, Bven
these experiences help in & way.
Our theory can be soundproof, but
there's a point where it olicks in
our personal experience, and that's
the point at which it becomes real,

Radicalesbians
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" A Unique CR Experience

A WEEKEND AT SORRENTC WITH :
"STRATGHT" AND “LESBIAN™ SISTERS,

On leaving home I had no qualms or
guilt whatsoever; I have long since
overcome hang~ups of housework,
cooking being my responsibility. I
felt great freedom physieally and
paychologically, I had some worries
regarding my sons coming to real
physical harm, so made some arrange-—
ments in this respect -~ s0 I still
foel total responsibility for them,
When I arrived at the Women's
Centre, the room was cold and five
young women I hadn't met apart from
Helen were having a discussion
(about getting some pot). I had.

. such a strong feeling of alienation

= all the differencea, age, clothes,
clags, culture (pot-smoking) were
there., I made an apologetic remark
about how much luggage I had brought
with me, and Helen knowlingly said,
"I suppose you've got a red suede
suitcase" (symbolic of the middle
class blue-rinse set). I might

Just as well have had, the way I
felt, Helen has such perception

and a beautiful way of saying
something so profound that fits a

-sitvation perfectly, with so few

words, She often doesn't even
finish the sentence but Jjust tapers
off with "Teah.., yeah,.." My, what
marvellous comminication we sisters
have!

I thought, "Shit, what am I

~doing here?" All the security of
. hetercsexual, suburban, so-called

normal living suddenly seemed
preferable to the unknown,
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When Katy and Jane arrived and
Katy smiled and I knew she was
really pleased %o see me there, all
the feeling of alienation vanished,.
I came out of the cupbcard where I
am so used to hiding., (Christ, what -
schizophrenica we are,) And the
waekend began, Six of us set off
with a guitar and a Lab puppy. The
sisters call the car "the lounge" -
an apt description, The discussion
we had on the way down made what
has usually been & dboring trip a
real pleasure, _

Carol, Glenda and Barbara had
arrived before us, That night I sat
listening to the einging of femin-
ist songs, the reading of Robin
Morgan's poetry - identifying so
strongly with her writings, It
seemed she was relating my own
experiences (which of course she
is), Feeling the warmth of common
cause and thinking, questioningly,
"I've been through this before at
gocialist camps in my youth, snd
then I was convinced of the right-
ness of the jdeals of class strugg-
le. How come twenty years later I'm
having the same experience with .
fominist jdeals?"

I still agree with the ideals of

_aocialism as a neceasary change in

system, but it is only part of it -
the economic, I think Marx idealis-
tically thought that & change in
economic structure would automatio—
ally change human relationships.
Thousands of years of bigotry amd
prejudice don't automatically
change, Marx was a humanitarian and
thought this would be a natural
development.

The very basis of our common
bond here was not just ideas but




ideas based on our own personal
experiences, How ia it that we
oould s8it in that room together
with such & common bond, to know
each other so well {and not even
know some of our surnames - it was
quite funny asking each other (just
for fun)) - such a diversity of
womanhoods from the apprentioe
gardener to the Ph,D; aged from 16
-to 45, From those who had hitch

hiked round the world to the sister

who had never slept away from the
family for one night, except for
going into hospital, From the sis-
ters who had attended Catholic
college and held the Catholic
ideology, to the sister who is a
member of the Communist Pariy and
holde with the Marxiet doctrine,

What was it that transcended all
the barriers of class, culture, age
(and 80 on)? The common bond was
not just of our ideas, but the com~
mon bond of our experjence. The
analysis of experience of our
oppression as women existing in a
male~dominated society,

During the evening I was con-
scious of “where are we going to

sleep?" (I didn’t know whick room

to put my gear in.)} I wondered if
the sisters relating to sach other
would prefer to mleep together in
separate rooms - or as it was just
the weekend (they live together),

would they just doss down with the

rest of us? I also felt a shyness

coming from Sus, who is relating to

Helen amd who 1s not a member of
our CR group (and who may have pre-
ferred privacy). After vaguely
worrying about this for part of the
evening, I asked Jane directly and
got a direot anawer, o

When I got up in the morning and
walked info. the living room to see
two sisters lying naked in bed to-
gother with their armes around each
other — wow, what an experience (it
bad & big effect on me), How elat-
-ing to realise that I had total
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| acceptance, not just in theory, but. .

in practice, __
Sharing "bite-for-bite™ the suge
ar (and sapd) coated apple we

roasted in the campfive we built at

the back beach at Sorrento. __
Pinding out that timid little
Katy - when she said wseke earlier

that she worked at Melbourne Uni I
| had decided ehe must be a flling

clerk or something like that, she
couldn't possible be an academic -
not only is an scademic, but also
plays the guitar and writes songs

and has won a $5000 scholarship to '_

write a novel, Imagine all that
talent, all that potential, and

being so.oppressed in her sex role

a8 a woman 80 as to be so timid as,

{ in her own words, "I can't put four

words together,” . o
We had many consciovaness rais-
ing discussions. Jane's age (as

Norma says) seoms indefinadble, at .

one time so young and vital and at
other times like the proverbial

"wise old owl"- well, she is old in

her experience (of oppression).
Hearing Jane talk about her exper-

iences - so much damage can be done.

that the pieces can never be put
back together again, How deep our
oppression goes, Feeling at the
same time Jane has a strength that
comes through it all - that to one
degree or another Jane's experien.
ces are evary woman's experience,
S5mall wonder that there is a
feminiet movement, challenging the

| 4deas of society, i,e., male cul.

ture, Small wonder that Mette Ej-
lersen writes under the titls of
"I Accuse," Small wonder that only
women understand each othar,

On Sunday we went to Porisea

‘back beach, Two sisters walked

aocroas the car park to the rail
with their arme around each other,
followed by another two aisters
showing the same affection., I
walked slowly after them between
the cars and people were obviously
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agog, ( To them it would have
seeped "natural” if two guys were
having & punch-up, but this was too
moch.) I overheard one of the young
surfies in a station wagon say,
"Christ, I've heard about ‘em but
I've never seen 'em," I felt so
angry that two women showing affec—
tion should be received as "pecul-
iar" . but I oouldn't think of any-
thing consciousness raising to say.
" ¥hen the other car load arrived,
as a geature of solidarity when
Norma walked over to us I put my
arm around her shoulder, gave her a
hug and said "Glad you've arrived
sister,." When discussing this later,
Norma was a little good-paturedly
offended and eaid, "Curse you Joan,
I thought you meant it," Now the
really important thing about this
is that before having direct pers-
onal contact with the lesbian fem-
-inista, I think I would have been
- not only embarrassed to be in such
2 situation but would not have put

uy arms around Norme because of
hang-ups - the "don't touch" hang-
ups, So I did mean it., (I am grate-
ful for the consciousness raising

‘exparience of contact with thess

sisters,)
I eseem to have talked mostly about
our lesbian sieters, That is inev.
itable as it was a unique experien-
ce for me because of their pres.
enoce,
0f course thero were negative
things, of course {here were hang-
upe about property, bhygeine, house-
work, and 80 on = to deny this
would be to deny our comditioning.
Well, I'm back in the hetero-
sexual, suburban, “normel" surroun—
dings again = but I am writing this
article,.., '
Sisterhood does transcend all
barriers, _ ' '
Sisterhood is powerful,

~Joan
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My Sisters=myself

Internal change is the only change
that is real, External change, the
male kind, is superficial and has
nothing to do with people, Internsl
change . feminist consciousnesa -
is revolution and from it external
changs occurs naturally,
To discover ourselves, and

therefore others, is, it seems to

me, feminism cut right down to its

cores it implies everything else.
Wo cannot discover ourselves in

isolation, yet we oursslves are the

. only ones who can make it happen.

Until now, until feminism, we have
always been isolated, totally - we
could never really have discovered
ourselves,

To becoms whole human beings we
have to interchange with other

- human beings, our equals, and, here

and now, that moans interchanging
with women, We are the only people
who are potentially, actually
equal., We are the only people cap—
able of breaking down all sense of
competition and power. Women,with-
out any investment in competition,
are capable of seeing each other as
real human beings, unclouded by the
expectations and lies inherent in
the female rols, in any role.
Women, all women, are closer to
themselves, to reality therefore,
albait disterted and repressed,
Wo have always hated ourselves -
how can we nol when every word,
thought and action iz anti woman -~
yet all the more capable are we of
loving ourselves, really knowing
oursalves, Men do not hate them-
selves in the same way - how can
they when every word, thought and
action is pro man and by man - and
therefore have no vossibility of

really loving themselves, knowing
themselves, :

To di=cover ocuraelves we nsed to
relate to equals, Before feminism I
would never have imagined relating
1o women, on any level really, much
less LOVING s woman, The first
women's meeting T went to I instin-
ctively knew what feminism was
about - no division on the basis of
gendexr and, therefore, loving.
people lrrespective of their sex,
and I was terrified, For six months
I registed the idea whilst gtill
gradually becoming a woman ident-
ified woman, The more I started to
love myself by identifying with
other women, the more I was able to

"not only tacitly but positively

accept the idea of loving a woman
without restriction.

All the while too, without
realizing it, I was breaking down

‘my conditioned attitudes to sex-

uality. In the beginning my rage
was so great that I couldn't poss-
ibly have had anything to do with
men, and I was atill unable to
transcend nmy conditioning and love
a woman, I felt as if my sexuality
had besn turned off, I didn't want
to fuck a man, couldn't fuck a
woman, didn't want to touch my own
cunt, and felt no frustration at
all, I used to look around at women
I knew, carazfully and closely, and
tried to detect sexual response in
myself, but naturally felt none,

I felt ineredible warmth and solid-
arity and love but nothing I could

bave called sexual in the males sense,

Without realizing it I was de-
isolating my mexuality, integrating
it into my overall self as some-
thing inseparable yet integral, It
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Just happened,

The first time I loved a woman,
without reatriction, it happened
quite spontaneously, My whole being
responded totally, including sex-
ually, It was an amazing experience,
FEELING this happen in response to
& woman -~ & wirror of myself, same
psyche, same body. The absolute
lack of power/bonquest, of any
sexusl overtones -~ in the male
dense — even though my responde was
ineredibly intense., For the Pirsi
time I felt the tctal integration
of the sexual with the rest of me,
Pure, organic, rezl open honest
love, The amazing feeling of aff-
inity and equality.

Equality, For the first time a
person with whom I felt intuitively,
ingtinotively equal. The first,
atrongest, feeling I had was of the
natural balance between us, It was
tangible. For the first time I
ceuld feel I was responding and
being responded to as ME, not a
role, a preconceived notion, and
that was incredible, For the two
days we were together hefore we
even touched, ny mind was unable to
really define the amazing things
bappening inside me, I had never
been so much in touch with myself,
all the divided facets just came
together and reaponded together,
Harmony, balance, free flowing
fresdon,

During those two days every part
of me was intensely high. We talked
and talked and talked, but that
somehow only reinforced, confirmed,
our affinity, Yet now I have almost
no recollection of what we talked
about, all I really remember are
the feelings - of warmth and love
and pleasure, otir unbelievable
affinity -~ things that cannot be
recalled in words and that take
precendence in our memory because
they relate to our inner self,

The knowledge we had of each
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other was inner, real, it had noth-
ing to do with external knowledga,
We were able to diseover each

other so surely, so honestly, un—
hindersd by images and expectations.
We responded as equals, as people,
as real beings. We were genderless,
but only BECAUSE we are women, And
that is the beautiful paradox,

Loving Katy, a woman, a mirror
of myself, made utterly clear to me
things I had hardly even recognised
up ti11 then about myself when I
was totally male jdentified/totally
alienated from myself,

With men I felt, without knowing
it, the incredible conflict belween
the image and the real me, Because
Y imagined I was a free, independ-
ent person - choosing the men I
wanted, fucking around, not wanting
$0 live with any of them - the
immense pressures on me were all
the more diffiecult to ses, We are

-olosest to free expression when we

fuck and it is when fuoking with
men that I oan identify, now, all
the concentrated pressures of the
female role, pressurea that are so
subtle - that are only to do with
our rsyches - that T find it hard
to express in words, The pressure .
of knowing that all he wanted to do,
regardless of how real a poraon he
wag, was to get that cook inside

ne - after all, that's what fucking
IS: everything else simply leads up
to it., I used to either become sone~
how paralysed by that pressure and
let him get it in as soon as poss-
ible or proleng it almost endleasly
by expressing what I felt and want-
od to do - knowing all the while
that it had to get in eventually.
Kot that I disliked his cock or

folt overtly threatened by it - I
loved it, was almost obgessed by

it, and knew every little thing
about it. It symbolised men, and T
wanted so badly to be liked BY them
a8 well as to be LIKE them, I didn't
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want to be conquered or to. conguer,
yot either one had to happen, They
are the sides to the same coin,

So, with Katy, the lack of
presaurse ~ aymbolised by fucking,
80 clear then -~ was gbsolutely
overwhelming, To know and feel that
there are no demands, no paralysis,
no prolonging, no leading up to
.anything, no conguering, We just
ARE, Free flowing freedom,

That is what loving/being should
‘be, To de-mystify all the images,
all the lies, and discover the
“essence, (And that means too, that
I have de-mystified men, can ses
clearly, with no feeling of threat
or hate, what they are and what they
do,) To discover and KNOW ourselves
by discovering and KNOWING others -
and the more we know ourselves the
. less self-aware we become and the
more ve a

know, other people. (Feminisin has
NOTHING to do with what people ocall
individualism, it simply recognises
that change can only ocour within
ourselves in order for it to ococur
outside, NOT the other way esroundg
it has everything to do with self
yet is totally selfless,) ‘

To discover our essence, To beo-
come whole human beings. To BE, -
Everything else is getting to that
point, everyihing olse is superflue
ous.,

¥y entire life until now has heen

1 blind groping towards nothing, I
,have only now reached the poinmt

where I can begin to discover the
essence, through ny siaters—myself.,
THAT is the revolution, the living

‘flowing pure revolution,
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loving, daring, struggling for fraedom... but above all, tear of the

1 think I also saw desire.., but that may have been My imagination.

' For an instant we were sisters and we were both lost... but I was no-
longer» afraid of either the HE.church or the HE-god. And the only faith .
I bhave left is that she will soon overcoms her fear, :

I will never forgive the HE.religion, Christ taught us to forgive 311,
- 'but then Christ was not a Woman and what he suffered is as nothing in

comperison to the suffering of WOMAN, -

One day my sister of the eyea and I will come togothar. Vo will
struggle on the same side and we will share our newbomn coumge. ‘le wil:l.
love and laugh together and will both know that,.. '

Religion oppresses WOMAN,

WOMAN is atrong
Wo will be free
IOVE YOUR SISTERS AS YOURSEIF

Laurie

Male Culture/Male Values

No—one will deny that it's the men | not take it for granted,

who oontrol all areas of our soci- But we do, When historians and
oty, who determine its natuve, Men | scientists rave about "man'a" :
invest capitals men build cities, | achievements, we can only read with

bridges, motor cars, factories; men | a sharper understanding of the
-govern all institutions - the law, acouraoy of this claim,.

- the making of it, the policing of . For now we are beginning to see
3%, the exeocution of their justices "man's achievements” on this planet
men print mewepapers, men print .with rather less congratulation,
bocks, men control all medias men rather less enthusiasm for "man's

oontrol the universities, the stoock | astonishing progress," When I walk
exchange, the banks; men determine around the eity I can't believe it,
ntemtioml relations, economio People everywhere at their manio
policiems men settle thair ditfer— activities, engulfed in a monstrous
- onoes in war, Equally, men dominate | syotem which they are not permitted
~ the (male) Revolution; men run | to question - however damaging it

Trade Unions and soocialist organ.. is to themselves, "Man® has all but

isationsy wen dominate rook musio, exhausted the resources of the

communal experiments, Gay Liber— earth, "man" has destroyed his (&nd
ation eto, ad, inf. Exceptional our) environment, polluted the air
women may participate in these and the water, wiped out animals,
spheres — they are excepiions, birds and  fish as if we had no:
without subetantial power, A1l relationship to our environments

this would be surprising if we @id | Man has been blinded by his own
. 34 ' N
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achlievement to the deatruction it
has achieved, Now, even men are
beginning to see what has happened
~ and to lobby in male institutions
for men o put it right,.

Our vslues, our roles, our every
day life, are the concomitant of
the male achievement I have de-
scribed, Industrial man has built
hie castle on competition, aggresa-
ion and ruthless indifference to
others, This 1s deified in the male
role, Man has pursued power without
questioning his purpose. And man
kas construoted .for himself an ego
around which the world revolves -
speak openly of male evil in front

of any man and his ego responds
full.blown, (Man is unable to see

that his super-rational approsch is
& gmcke-screen for precisely this
kind of emotionalism,)

The male ego im hell-bent on
geeing what it wants to see, The
concept of progress is one of the
chief methods for doing this, Men
will go to any lengths of rationalw
isation to do just that, ind, after
all, our real values in this (male)
.society make cant of every relig-
ious, moral, political ideal -~ our
real values are male values: aggres-—
give, exploitative, indifferent to
life on every level, When men can-
not avoid seeing this reality, they
gloxrify it In the name of progress,
nationalism, or a debased ldesl in
publicy and in the name of ambition,
" irdependence or strength in indiv-
iduals, It is obvious that the
ngrowth of violence"” in owur society
is the inevitgble ocompanion of a
male culture which has stripped its
values naked, We are sudjected ocone
tinuously to the male media's
record of just such male realities,
411 this would be surprising if we
did not take it for granted, -

¥ale culture has undertaken
expansion for its own sake, sxpans-
ion as the food for man's over-
whelming ego. Expansion accomodates |
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[l unlimited competition, Population

grows, competition escalates,
growth is inevitably demanded. In
the 19708 male culture has made the
whole earth its bhaok garden — and
there is novwhere elese to go, mo-
where else to expand into, Expans-
jon reaches its limit, You may
deduce what happens then from the
evidence of male methods available
to you now.

And what have women to do with all
this? Just about nothing. If anyone
challenges that real power lies
with men, ask him who has fuocked
the earth over, and what part women
have played in the systematio
deterioration of their environment,

what choice women have ever had,

what choice women have now who
would do otherwise, On the level of
influencing real action -~ it's gzero,
Only male objectives are achieved.
through male institutions,

Women come in at the level of
ownership, posseasion, Woman, the
"better half", rocks the cradle and
rules nothing, Women have an ambi-
valent status amongst men's many
posgsessions, "Thare goes my only
possession ~ there goes my every-
thing," as he was singing on the
radio the other day. Women are just
vart of the complex world of owneor-
ship and competition in which men
live their livea of "fruitful cone
flieot", Women are at moast the
stakes and the consolations, at
worst the pervante and the cushions
to gbaorb the ego-shook of a male's
failure,

We have no intereat whatsoever N
in perpetusting this system, yet
the detailed occurrences of our .
daily lives trap us into co-oporut—
4ing. If a squadron of aircraft arve,
all but one, flying off-course, R D.
Laing pointed out, then the single
plams:on the correct course will
look as if it is the deviant, Up
until this time, we have been imo-




lated from each other - single
planes ~ in this way the vast maj-
ority of us negate our feelings and
accept male ipnduatrial culture as
the norm, as reality, as something
whioh we muat accept. The (male)
media bombards us with a recoxd of
male activities couched in such
terms that our attitude to what we
gee and hear is predetermined, We
are expected to glorify msle
achievement along with the (male)
commentator,

For male culture had elevated
progress to the level of a moral
imperative, I remember at State
School, when I was about eight, how
mzch of our elementary history was
given us in the caste-iron perspec—
tive of progress - things alwaye
gotting better. No child could have
‘found a way to doubt it, And it's
only at this finasl stage, where
progress is meeting its material
1limits, that questioning the "pro-
greas" zasumption becomes an ob-
vious neoessity, When we ask what
has got better, it comes down {o
longer life, less evident disease,
the poasihility of infinite mater.
ial comfort and the reduction of
distance (for some), (People and
information cAn move rapidly any-
where,)} We might well ask how much
of this “improvement"™ is really
important —~ we might disagres, We
cannot however fall to agree that
all this has got better for just so
long as the resources last, That
Man, in his piecemeal, headlong
pursuit of material progress should
have failed to ask about the pur-
poses and resulte of his works
would be surprising if we did not
take it for granted, _

Our booka and our media mee no
noed: to question progress, Male
progress remains "ideal", "ulti.
mate", human achievement, Ecologic—
al disorder and disintegration is
aeen as a "problem" within that
progress, a kind of hurdle - rarely
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is it seen as the area where the
whole male system can cobserve its
destructiveness, In reality, the
tight veneer of ideal progress had
worn thin enough for anyone to aee
through it if she looks, We have no
investment, no guilt -~ we are

"equipped to look, We are only pre-

vented by these pervasive values
which we have not yet questioned and
and rejectied,

But the necessity for an end to
growth stares us in the face, The
choice this society (the world) has
is between hardship now {(in male
terms) and disaster later {(in any
terms), THAT is the choice which
male culture has bequeathad to us,
¥eanwhile, men are driving faster
and feater towards the precipice,
Men wield all power over soclety's
direction. Individual men identify .
their power ard prestige with the
male culture I have described - the
male ego is invested in a course
which means imminent destruction.
This is what makes the very fine
recommendations of The Blueprint
for Survival fanciful, For the

Blueprint assumes that male instit-

utions are capable of changing
their direction and basis,
Growth and competition are so

acoeptable that they are celebrated

~ #till, The most perfect express.
ion of male culture, the capltalist
system, pursues policies of produce
tion~expansion and consumption~
expansion in the face of a now-for.
seeable terminal point, I can only
assume that individuals involved at
every level refuse to recognise
this because they do not wish to,
refuse fo see their actions in a
total perspective because the total
perspective invalidates and threat-
ens their (habitual) actions,

The pressure to participate daily
in the (male) nemesis, is all-per-
vagive, Mass modia iv a magnificent
tool, working solely for the perpet-




uation of the male path to destruc-
tion. The media plugs consumption,
both in ard outside advertising,
Men seek status in the system and a
life whose success is measured in
his material acquisitions, his
house, his car(s), his capital (if
he's lucky), his wife and his fam—
ily, In that kind ot order, He is
totally unable t¢ see his individual
consumption in perspective, His
success is, anyvay, inextricably
bound up with his, and other men's
consumption, His false needs and
his serving of them, are the sym-
bols of his success, His growth as
an individual is exactly the microw
" cosm of his system's growth, His
mind is a closed circuit.

Women, of course, participate in
consumption, Women are equally sub-
mitted to the growth and possess-
ions propogandas of the male medis,
It should not however escape us
that the media is male in male
interests for male benefits, The
position of women is that of a
possession, We have no investment

in the system beyond our invesitment
in our men, We have no power in
institutions, no power for change
through men - looking at the record,
But we, sistera, are free to quest-
ion ~ we have nothing to lose {(but
our chains), ¥We are not condemned
to a closed mind, If thers is any
hope for survival, it demands total
change. _

Weo have first to understand that
{this system means not only our
individugl oppression but total de-
structions we must also understand
that this system cannot function
without us, We must see that oux
stakes are imaginary, And we mst,
by all means available to us, with-
draw our supvort - from institut-
ions, from consumeriem and, first
of all, from the ego of every man
wo love, like, or meet on the
strest, .

SZE IT ALL, SISTERS, AND SAY
GOODBYE,

Kerryn

If only I could just scream some abuse,

break some windows,

kick gome prick in the balls,

bomb gome buildings,

mrder some sexist pig men.

-If only it could be that saay

to destroy

the source of our oppression,
the cause of our despair,

If only it could be that easy

to escape this prison

that is within ocurselves,
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What's the Alternative?

Sex role division has neatly divie.;
ed up the paychic qualities of
human beings,

Women are: dependent, passive,
fragile, non-aggressive, non-
competitive, inner oriented,
interpersonally oriented,

. mrturant, sensitlve, intuit.
ive, yielding, receptive, un-
able to rigk, supportive,
subjective, empathiding, emot~
ionslly liable,

Men are: independent, aggress—
ive, competitive, leaderu,

task orlented, self disoiplined,
stoleal, acotive, objective,
analytio, oourageous, unsenti-
wental, rational, confident,
emotionally controlled,

As given, this 1s as hard on the .
man who doesn't feel aggressive as
on the woman who doesn't feel
fragile, But we live in s patri-
archy which pushes man's supremacy
in oreatlon, government, thought,
employwent, action., There's nothing
random about the fall of ad jectives
in theae two lista: they!re pari of
the prooess by which men control

women, Men get benefits which range |

from an wunpaid housekeeper compan-
ion to money or an ego-booat,
They'zre & hell of a lot less likely
to demand change,

A feminist is & woman who works
politioally towards ending this sex
role division, Pretty bilg revolut-
ionary force, a potential half the
world, Preity total revolution,
moeaning a head change in every
revolutionary, and, in the end,
fresdon for the oppressors as well
as the oppressed, And, since this
is total revolution, there's no
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question of how to start and what
would be the best action, When we
firat start to become aware of our
oonditioning, we start to change,
both ourselves and the soclety
around us,
Activism

Without thinking, we become act-
ivista, We have been segregated off
into a caste, with its own ideclogy,
1life style, dress, mannerisms, and
we'lve been judged, and have judged
ourselves, on how well we kept to
the rules of our caste, Now we don't
see any need to keep the rules, I°
can dress functionally without need-
ing to fear being told, "Tou look
like a man: or I can paint my eyes
violst and my nails green without
feeling T oan never appear in publie
"without my face on," Everything
comas under scrutiny, and a lot goes,
from the padded bra to compulsive
Jhousework, Shulamith Firesione's

4dea of a boyocott on pleasing smiles

starta now. The things that pleased
us before don't please us any more,
There are fewer books we can read,
fewsr films we oan watch, and a lot
of assumptions in everyday oconvers-
ation that we can't nod to, We can't
go arourd asking men to put up our
shelves end mend our fuses, We start
to enjoy puitting up cur own ahelvesd,
This ian't trivial, What we do
and what we think are one and the
same, And the Mr Joneses know some-
thing's happening here, aven if they
don't know what it is, That doean’t
mean they welcome the change, And
8o, even without seeking it, we find
ourselves doing & lot of arguing,
Routine objections and routine ocoune.
torw, Learning that the only males




who will admit to oppressing women
sre the ones who very nearly don't,
and that women too feel threatened
by an attack on their feminine role,
Countering people's sssumptions by
our own exristence,

-Most of these arguments take
place in tea rooms, at parties,
dinner with the family, in bed, not
in the cooler atmosphsre of a debate
or interview - "Good morning. Can I
speak to the woman of the house?"
Our aotiviem is tested in all those
relationships with family, friends
and lovers which seemed to us, be-
fore we realised wo had been conned,
the reason for our existence, Wives
are leaving husbande, lesblans are
refusing to stay in the olomset, The
personal is the politioal, Just as
we realise that the way our lives
were moulded wasn't just an accident
of fate, that we share a common
expression with women of very diff.
erent backgrounds and personalities,
So too when we start to change we
start to fight that oppression in
total.

Some kinds of discrimination are
enforced by law and can be fought.
by law reform: we lobby for abort-
ion on demand, Some kinds of dis-
orimination get Ly because they're
thought to be the product of public
opinion: we write letters to The
Age saying we're not satisfied with
a place in the home, A lot of dis-
erimination is in employment: here
we demand equal pay and hassle em- .
ployers for equal opportunities, We
organize for reform and protest and
boycott snd the sharing snd hapding
on of information, always remember~
ing that the first feminist move-
meni went into decline after we had
got the right to vote, so that we
have to keep our final ends in view
and not be matisfied by concessions,
Ard because a lot of what we say no
to 13n't clear out there's also the
spontaneous symbolic protest - mass

42

women's entry into male bars, real
naked Aperican women confronting
Playboy sexists, feminlst graffiti,
Our roles are so incredibly complex
and detailed that there's a million
ways to confront them, We can all
act in our own ways wherever we
are, and constantly learn new ways
of action from our misters,

But all this goes on in a male
world, We have to know and be oool
gbout the fact that we've been
socialized, that the roles we grew
up with were male values, thati
honesty's hard, How else could it
be? We're all dependent on men,
fathered, bossed, conduoted, ins-
pected, mended, plumbed, doctored
and governed, if not fucked by men,
Our history ia male, our culture is
m2le, our religion is male, Small
wonder if we don't have a very
¢lear picture of ourselves, So
along with, our attacks on the
patriarchy, we want to start L
building up our sense that there is
another way to live, Not that we
need a blueprint of an alternative
gociety before we actt: breaking
down sex r»ole division would nec-
essarily result in a changed 800~
jety, But to feel our guidelines
clearly in tricky confrontations,
to kesp our sense of direction and
purpose and enthusiassm, we have to
know what we want as well as what
we don't want,

Sisterhood

The f£irst place where we begin
to £ind out who we are is with our
sisters. Women have been isclated
from each other, in suburban oells
and marriage competitions, The

‘housewife snvies the careesr woman

envies the housewife, 01d and young
disapprove of each other, A whols
geries of myths have created the
ides that women always bitch about
other women and only associate to-
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gether when theve's no option., And
gc women have talked to each other
olther with polite hostility or
with uncritical confeasion, For
"real conversation" we have gone to
e,

Only now we're starting to talk
to each other, Inside and outaide
of consclousness raising groups,
we're realising that shared experw
lence will 1ift ua out of the hole
of self-doubt and self-blame, snd
in sharing our experience we're
having to find 2 new way to express
it. Mankind's worde ars really
loaded, We need a new language, In
the meantime we take a tilt at
"girl" and "lady" and "™Miss/ilre",
ard say "oppressed" for “"neurotio"
and "chauvinist" for "manly" and
"honest" for "aggressive", We are
firding a way of talking that is
general without being abatract. Ex-
perience counts, We meet and
everyone has her say without need-
ing a chaimwoman and minutes are
unnecessary because we mean what we
say and a woman's defensiveness oY
ego tripping can be spoken of open-
ly, Just as mch as the ideas she
expreases, Honesty, not impartiale
ity. And it'a not easy to be honest,
We've all tried hard to be the nomm,
Civilization needs you, But mince
wo've never been afraid of our sis-
ters' opinions like we have of
men*s, we only need to get the idea
that none of us are asoond class
citizens to be able to start talk-
ing openly and honeatly together
about what really matiers, And then
wo have a way of talking the mals
language that involves neither
pseudo-matiness or a feminine de-
sire to please, (Not that an unlib-
erated hearer won't put our words
into one of those two categories,
but we're concerned with our speak-
ing, not hism hearing,) Siater
solidarity is a very real feeling,
not just a ocatch-phrase for a move-
ment,

43

Sexuality

So far, sc cool, Once we have
seen, we don't have to go on doing
what we always did - we can't, But -
as we refuse to conform without
questioning, as we refuse to aocoept
that 1t is a man-centred universe,
we gtart to look at alternatives,
Firstly at the established man-
woman bonding, A lot of feminists
come to feel that "feminism is the
theory, lesbianism the practice,"
From the other side, a popular
question is, "Do you think all :
women should become lesbiana?" It's
another male-defined word, A les~
bian: noun, all-sncompassing, Het-
ercasrual: adjeotive, desoriptive
of an aspect, Subtle distinotion.

In faoct it isn't possible for me

to become a lesbian as it's pose—~
ible for me to become a typist, I
can't meke an intelleotusl and :
evaluastive decision to love another -
woman, In making love, there aren't
any "shoulds", But we can all get .
to work on the Mshould nots®™, For
most women there would be barriers.
to making love with a woman they
loved, barriers that can be taken
down, "Lesbian" ie also a fmar woxd,
the lamt insult, our sexual prejud-
ices being the most unoconscious and:
the moat ingrained, But once we :
accept other women as our equals,
and men as our equals foo, not our
auperiors, we realime that our love
for other women is not low on a ‘
hierarchy of loves, but equally :
valid, In a patriarchal society it -
is mors likely that women who are -
patting away the feminine role will -
find mutual and communicative love:
with other women rather than with
men, the oppressing olass, "Only
women oan give to each other a new -
gende of golf, This identity we
have to develop with reference to
ourselves, and not in relation to
men. This consoiousness is the
revolutionary force from which all




-olae will follow, for ocurs is an
organie revolutlion, For this we
msgt be avallable and supportive
to one another, give our commit-
ment ard our love, give the emot-
ional support necessary to susiain
this movement. Our energies mst
flow toward our sisters, not back-
ward toward our oppressors,” {Rad.
jcaleabians, New York)

A8 g feminiat, I felt it very
boring to have.to go round announ-
oing that I had become & leabian, I
didn't identify with the term at
all: 1 related to a woman, didn't
intend to get tied up with all the
extras in nmy listener's mind, But
it seoms now that the word has to
be used often enough to take away
all the myths surrounding it., Just
a8 wo gee that our sisters' op-
preseion is our oppression, we have
%o be prepared to "become lesbians",
Not necessarily to stage a masa
Lysistrata-type walk out together,
lesbianism in itself isn't the ]
anawer, The woman whe keeps going
the continuous batile for recoznit-
fion with her husband is trying to
esoape her conditioning: the womsn
who offers her passivity to another
woman is not, It's another place
where woe have to chapge the lang.
nwage, for while & lesblan seems
1like a separate category and les-
biang a subdivision of women, we
are still oppreseed,

The real neseds are for a new
underastanding of the words "love"
and "sexuality." The second's probw
ably easier, In male language “"sex-
axality” goes along with concepts
like a good lay, low cut dresses,
sultry glances, different positions,
aggressive enthusiasm, It's =
pretty genital idea, The intellec-
tually acceptable idea that mex is

.energy oomes out emotionally as

energy is sex, Women have kept more
in touch with the idea that all
enexrgy is sexnal, and that sexual
doesn't mean genital, This was

turmned against us in the great cam.
paign to cheat women of our org-
asms, but we mustn't react into the
alternative idea that the way to
keep the body going is with plenty
of instant zap orgasm power, Every
orgasm is different, and more than
rolease of tension, it's response,
Intake of breath on looking at a
hillside or the ses or clouwds is a
sexual response, We have to be able
to feal the food we taste, the cup
we hold, the motion of our bodies

- in walking before we can fuck as

ourgelves,

The difference that actual cunt
contact makes is so obvious that
it'as absurd to wention. That's
where the nerve ends are, But think
of definitions of orgasem ~ the.
great one is that I forget myself,
that is, ny social identity, that

- isy I stop thinking, In fact, if

I'm in touch with my sexuality, I
lose my self-consciousness all the
time, But someone who bas what

" Reich calls "orgiastic impotency,"

who fucks by turning on &8 mind-
mechanism that drives him etraight
at a purely genital orgasm, natur-
ally sees fucking as something
gspecial, Which it shouldn't be,
Prigidity, monogamy, promiscuity,
masturbation, platonic love, friend
ship are all equally bizarre as
conoepts, if sexuslity is equival-
ent to life energy, We should be
able to express warmth of feeling
by touch as well as word, without
fearing or anticipating fear, One
thing to be learned from GLF is
thelr spontaneity, pride and cheer-
ful sexuality, Maybe this is only
an ideal for them, but it isn't an
idea much associated with teminiasm
at all, And yet in groups with
women I've felt a greater emoiionmal
intensity than over eighieen years
spent in places of education., If we
start to rediscover our sexuality
together, we could recover poly-
morphous perversity pretiy fast,
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right away from the "he/she only
wants one thing" syndrome,

Because the great block on sex-
uality has been that physical
expression hag been stereotyped
like all other activities, I hug my
child, kiss ny mother and wmaybe my
close friends, fuck my man, People
are property. This comes out even
more with the other word ™love,"
Love is a feeling of unity, but
gets perverted to a feeling of
property - "Mine, mine forever" -
vhere the man or the parent la the
owner, Love between friends, where
there's no question of owning, is
rated lower for that very reason,
and love for myself which is the
bagie of all love for anyone and
anything is regarded as highly im-
proper, Because love is property,
people come to think of it as some—
thing they can and should get, We
Yook for love and someone to love,
without realising that our sense
of unity comes from being where we
are nowy and because it's an unreal
search we're easily bombarded into
acpopting the patriarchy's defin-
ition of love, which is, essential-
ly, & long-lasting heterosexual
couple, Sure, the state described
as "being in love" has its own
reality which is different from
"loving the world." The heady
feoling of affinity with another
peraon's being is an intensific-
ation of our sense that we are all
part of different manifestations of
life, _

But preference isn't exclusion:
love isn't paturally monogamous (a
word that means "one wife" anyway),
Jealousy isn't instinctive, Love is
part of the world, not an escape
from it, I can't get any special
validity from anether person,
though I've always been told I can,
and internalised it during all
those hours waiting for the phone
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to ring. The most important thing
is that we understand the differ.
ence between a special affinity and
s special dependence, and are pre—
pared to break down dependence and
oxiat confidently in ourselves
rather than create unreal affinit
ies for unreal comfort, Love is not
an ideal: it's actual,

The Work Ethic

When love stops being tied up
with property, property itself will
bé under assessment, Even now,
women have a different view of

money from men, Men get money by
working, promotion, business vent..
urea, Women conserve money, s8pin it
out, save and bargain, Money's &
tangible thing to ws, an exchange
for food and clothes, so it's eamy
for us to imagine a world where
there's no insurance, oapital, -
stocks and shares, credit and int-
erest, the paper money. Easy enough,
but not s¢ easy to do without money
at the moment, 3ill we can take it
1lightly, get the Man's bread and
then be activistes in his jobs, We
can go on working towards our own
ends as nurses and teachers and
cleaners and factory hands, We ocan
fight to become truciies and post-
jes and politiocians and diplomats,
Agitation for equal pay is & good
thing (more bread), and for egual
opportunity too {more bread - may-
be), It's nice reading how in '
Sweden women aren't only given the
legal opportunity to work, dut that
it's underatood that social preas-
ures have been against her working,
and that this has to be changed
to0, But what about the joba them-
selves? Are they made for meaning-
ful work?

One way and ancther it's true
that we need meaningful aotivity,
Very few westerners can be eatis
fied with "sitting quieily doing
nothing," But for the glory and




benefit of modern capitalism, mean-
ingful activity has turned into the
work ethic, where it's a matter for
shame not to have a Job, Occupied
for most of their lives with "jobs)
all of which, from company director
to labourer, involve conformity to
the job's image and meaningless
ghit-work to fill up the hours,
most men forget about the idea of
meaningful activity. And women are
caught in a multiple bind, Being
outside the system, we can see
‘clearly the extent to which men are
fooling themselves, On the other
hand & lot of fragments of meaning-
ful work are embedded in the syatem,
but often on the other side of the
line: no women allowed, Women don't
get decision-meking jobs: we'd make
different decisions, Those who get
the closest to it bhave generally
gone into the econformity bit so
thoroughly that they accept male
values in their heads, though the
women who get a feminist conscious-
ness as a result of their experience
in this 1ine, can do really good
" work, But the woman who wants to be
& labourer or an engineer is in the
bizarre poaition of £ighting hard
to get where she doesn't want to be,
Big deal, And in the meantime,
where does the bread come from?

Not necessarily from a lifetime
nine~to~five, The counter ocul-
ture'’s made an institution out of
bustling, There's a lot that's
free, a lot that can be lifted,
It*s possible to live for nothing,
though it's hard work, so that it's
possible to put away money on the
dole, Not everyone oan ad just their
expectations of life to that degree,
S%411, take a part-time job, or
work & while and stop work a whils,
and then there's time for all that
unpaid activiet work, times to step
baock and assess, time ic exper-
ience,

Another alternative to Jolning
the work force is living on the
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land, in = group of people with a
common purpose, co-operating with-
out the binds of the nuclear fam-
ily. This is a big step, and
involves a lot of new leaming,
Most of us aren't ready for it, amd
a8 lot of us would regard it as an

‘A-grade cop~out, Too much pastoral

idealism is obviously a hangup.
Modern oities are sprawling stesl.
and-oonorete death traps, but our
distant ancestors lived on the land
because they had to: technologiocal
developments bring us together in
larger units, To say that we don't
want the citles we have is not to
say that we have to, or could
scatter over the countryside, But
we do have to question whether
cities are as much ag we think
where it's all happening, Because
right now the cities are in danger,

The Ecological Disaster

It's a fucked up world, we know,
and that's frighteningly literal,
The earthts getting covered with
conorete or impoverished by mex's
mistakes in farmings the air isg
smog—~riddens the rivers are poison-
ed; the smea is dyings the natural
systems of organic life which main-
tain themselves have been disyupted,
Capitalists exploit natural re-
sources as if ithe earth wasn't
finite, and then turm {o the scien-
tists for now answers and new
sources of power, as if soience
wore indeed the new god, not simply
a form of our understanding of what
we are and what we do, Fooled by
the idea of progress, and & man
centred universe, And that's one
point &t which feministe aren't
itehing to change "man™ to "pecple)
because it is an exact statement of
the facts, One eocologist writes:

Man, as distinct from woman, the
family craft-worker, likes
steady work rather less and




brings his inventive mind to
eaging craft prooesses. I am
gure man invented the potiers
wheel-and the lathe, and then
carried on patterns which woman
had conceived in the firet
place. (Sir Frank Fraser Darling,
Reith lectures)

Of course he dcesn't go on to say
that the only way to avoid ecolog-
ical dimaster is to remove the sex
“role orientation of our society,
dut we can start to see interesting
parallels, Unlike socialists, eco-
logists tell us that all our work
for large—soals changes will be
wasted unleas we change ocur own
lives now, Ecology takes in the
minutest details of our own lives ~
don't wse pink toilet paper, dis-
ecard excess packaging on the super-
market steps, lLike feminism, it
knows the duality between planning
alternative life styles, and the
urgent need to do something about
the established situation oconfront-
ing uvs, In fact, it's just conven-
ienoce that gives us words like
"Pominisw™ and "ecology.” The two

aren't saparate categoriest they're |

part of the same process, the same
response to what we see, Because
oivilization and all it implies 1s
man-made, Women are oxganic, Vo've
been overlooked and left out, and
in oonsequence we remain aware of
what's around us, rather than al-
ways trying to impose our own wills,
Feminists are natural ecologiets,
and as soon as the eoology “move-
ment® cottons on to that, the
better,

- Radical Feminist

Communes?

Of course, if the disaater

isn't kept under control, then we
won't be choosing alternatives, I
have & vision of radical feminist
commanes working a hard living from
the land, but know that wouldn't
tum s lot of sisters on. So for
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the moment, simply regisier that
the patriarchy iz literally self-
destructive, and know where the
answer lies, Here with us, And
‘cortainly, whether on the land or
not, living together more is part
of the whole process of change, At
the moment faotors ranging from the
accepted norm of marriage and pair
bonding to the architectural set wp
of our houses {ell those separate
rooms) keep ue in isolation, As we
change our heads, meet our sisters,
understand in retrospect all the
ideas oconditioned into us by the
ruclear famjily, inevitably we get
less attached to any kind of closed
oircle living. It ocan he more
difficult o actually brealk BYay.

"Comemmnes always collapse,”
Living together at the moment in-
volves all the problems of our
half-liberated egos, of our nuclear
family oconditioning, of our differ-
ent stages on the way to revolution,
But that, more than anything, is the
practice of feminism, :

Well, are we working towards
group marriages? And are we Working
for a return to the land or for the
control of mechanical jobe by ocom~
putera? How are we going to educate
our ohildren? Are we going to de-
school soolety? To change sexuality,
are we 0alling for sperm banks and
test-tube bables? And shouldnt't all
this be what we're talking about
when we talk about altemativesa?

I don't think so, We're practical,
Wo're aoting mow, rewriting our
history, finding new ways of welat-
ing, starting to epeak & new lang-
nage, "Rather than concentrating
the female principle into a 'priv.
ate' retreat, into which men
periodically duck for relief, we
want to rediffuse it — for the flirst
time matin% society from the
bottom up.” (Shulamith Firestone)
Lawe follow the actual practice of a
society, and change as moolety
changes, We don't have to work out
new lawss we have to change the way
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~ They have to be aocepted, So there's
- 'no-point in refining & new blueprint
for 1984, Methods will evolve, as
long as . we know what we want,

lelng in the Present

And that's not Iazy thinking, -
- Mankind*s been caught too long in
the logical rational dind that adds
point b to point a, then point ¢,
‘and 80 on in & chain that's fine in
itself, but more a mental exercise
than sny real understanding of our
‘mlti-faceted experience, So now we
have men writing bocks: aboui the
value of stoned thinking rather than
straight thinking, of lateral think-
ing rather than vertical thinking,
of schizophrenic experience rather
than normal experience, Suddenly ve
‘recognize our old friend and eneny,
- woman'e intuition. Suddenly we mee
that we've never heen sxpeoted to

- think logically, and that's boen

used as a put—down, but in fact it
means we've got less to learn. The
personal really 4s the politiocal,
‘The iittle wife who shook her head
and said, "If women Wwere in parlis-
ment thers wouldn't be wars,” is a
right on sister, There are no large
mystericus social and economic
- foroes controlling the world, All
-those institutions were started by
'peoplo.

It's vital thet we balieve in
: oursolvoa, ‘trust ourselves, exper—
dence oursslves, When we exist in
the present in every moment, then
all the habits, cop—outs and con=-
formities of the patriarchal eoo-
 doty will atart to peel away by
themselves, 411 honeat experisncs
ie valid, "If you sit, sity if you
stand, stand: above all, don't
‘'wobble.” We 1ive in the future and
4n the past, hope and blame, think
that our olothes are more real than
our bodies, never listen, At the
same time we still know that we
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For ideas can't be imposed,

have complex and contradictory.
feolings - "Changeable as a woman,"

Once we have got rid of the old
names for them and got rid of the

- idea that there are half a dosen

standard emotional programmes angd
anything that isn‘*t on them is not
normal, then we oan be what we are
without needing the security of ,
gomething that ian't ocurselves o
Justify our exisience, Sociasl B
institutionss the family, mrri&go,

: famnity' msmlmt’, Eodo The -

institutions of religion are divide
ed up under a hundred different =
names, But the mystioclsm at their -
core 1is aimply different ways of
saying that we have to be able to '~

recognize what's real, through dis-

guises, The patriarchy offers us a-
ready made set of disguises, When
we take them off, religion will de
do—wthologiaed along with the reat-
of ita
Revolution Now
We are divided from each other,
The only alternative to enduring
this forever is revolution, pure
and total change, organic ohanse. o
We have to end the colonization of -
woman by men, the first oppression,
based on her physical weakness and
hexr bearing of ohildren, Some of us
will work with belief towards a
positive restructuring of society
1like the one Shulamith Firestone
outlines in her laat ohapter, Some.
will be Delilahs, Soum women, hate
and attack, Some will stay here and
some will split. Some will work fox
their grandchildren, some for them~
selves, Bat we'll all earxy our
oppression with us, whatever we. do.
So far we've only been liberated
from illusion, We don't have our .
freedom, We have to fight for that '
at1ll, Fighting in the streets,
there'll be that before it's over,

but fighting in our own heads too, -

all the time, fighting others® att-
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itudes and our own, fighting for want and we will have it, Sisters,
honesty whioh is freedom, which is change is a living posaibility.
roevolution, which is the altern~

ative, Because we will imow what we Jenny : h

¥ountains lie in folds -

rippiing from peak to peak -

over the earth;

like velils

over the powerful rippling muscles
of the esarth mother

Fear her

all you men

who walk the dangerous ridges
of her love

For too long

she took the sharp blades
you drove into the valleys
of her love —

and she watered your crime
with her tears

But now is the time to fear her
you rapers of the aarth,

There is a2 strong and powerful
Bisterhood

rising -~

and the rippling muscles

of our unity

will send your monoliths
orashing

into your fear
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