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	Last Review:

Next Review: July 2005

Issue No: 01

	
	Issue Date: July 2004

	National Safe Work Method Statement (Generic to the Activity)
	

	
	Document Number: SWMS-007

	COOLING TOWERS

	



	JOB PURPOSE: For the purpose of this Task Procedure, a person whose upper body or head is within a Cooling Tower is considered to be “Working In a Cooling Tower. (Note: This is not intended to prevent a person from inserting their hand or arm into a Cooling Tower as part of routine maintenance, service, cleaning or testing).
	Date: August 2004

Review Date: August 2005
	     (  New SWMS

         Revised SWMS

	Risk: HIGH RISK TASK
	Title/Positions - Who Does Job

Technicians
	Supervisor

Account Manager
	Analysis By
Trane Perth OHS Committee

	Company

Trane Australia Pty Limited
	Branch / Location

All Locations where Trane Technicians work
	Approved By

Branch Manager
	Reviewed By

National OHS Officer

	REQUIRED PPE
	PLANT and EQUIPMENT
	SAFETY PRECAUTIONS/SKILLS

	Under Review
	Under Review
	Safe working in cooling towers is MANDATORY for all Trane employees



	SEQUENCE OF BASIC JOB STEPS
	HAZARDS / RISKS
	RECOMMENDED SAFE WORKING STEPS 

	Cooling Tower Procedures
	· Electrical shock or electrocution – from electrical equipment if not appropriately isolated

· Bodily injury from moving equipment if inadvertently activated

· Bodily injury from slipping or falling


	1. Determine what Cooling Towers are currently maintained, and register their location.

2. Cooling Towers are not intended or designed primarily as a place of work.

3. Cooling Towers have a restricted means of entry and exit.

4. If the employee is required to work on a Cooling Tower and it has not been registered, as above, then the employee should contact their Team Leader prior to conducting the work.

5. If determined the Cooling Tower is not registered, then a Risk Assessment is required to document the registration of the Tower and the requirements of this Task Procedure are met.

6. The Risk Assessment is undertaken by the employee in conjunction with the Customer Service Supervisor (CSS) appointed to the site in question or Team Leader before carrying out any work involving entry into a Cooling Tower. As far as practicable the assessment shall be in writing and take into account at least the following:

· The construction of the Cooling Tower.




	SEQUENCE OF BASIC JOB STEPS
	HAZARDS / RISKS
	RECOMMENDED SAFE WORKING STEPS 

	
	
	· The work required to be done, including whether it is necessary to enter the Tower.

· The range of methods by which the work can be done.

· The hazards involved and associated risks.

· The actual method selected and plant proposed.

· Emergency and rescue procedures.

7. The employer shall ensure that the assessment is revised whenever there is evidence to indicate that it is no longer valid. If the employee believes that a particular Risk Assessment is no longer valid, then the employee should contact their CSS or Team Leader prior to conducting the work.

8. If a risk assessment identifies a risk to health or safety arising from work involving entry into a Cooling Tower, the employer shall eliminate or minimize the risk. (Refer Hierarchy of control measures).

9. Employees who suffer from claustrophobia or who are not physically active, shall not perform works on a Cooling Tower.

10. No Trane employee working on his or her own shall attempt to undertake any work in a Cooling Tower.



	Working in a Cooling Tower


	· Electrical shock or electrocution – from electrical equipment if not appropriately isolated

· Bodily injury from moving equipment if inadvertently activated

· Bodily injury from slipping or falling


	1. Only suitably trained personal shall carry out this work.

2. Where necessary, electrical and/or rotating machinery hazards are isolated and locked out and/or made safe.

3. A minimum of two people shall be present, one to enter the space and the other to act as a back up.

4. Check for refrigeration leaks before entering the Tower, where appropriate.

5. Respiratory protection shall be worn whilst working within the Cooling Tower to prevent inhalation of dust, germs or bacteria.

6. Appropriate safety footwear, protective overalls and eye protection shall be worn.

7. Where plentiful natural light is not available, a torch is carried to provide extra or emergency lighting as the case may be.




	SEQUENCE OF BASIC JOB STEPS
	HAZARDS / RISKS
	RECOMMENDED SAFE WORKING STEPS 

	
	
	8. Any employee entering the Cooling Tower will agree appropriate signals with their back up prior to entry. Visual or audible contact should be maintained wherever possible. The back up person shall not leave the entry point to the Tower while their colleague is working inside.

9. All employees working in a Cooling Tower must inform the Service Coordinator of their intent to do so, and will also contact the Coordinator at completion of the works.

10. This can also be reinforced when the client is informed of your presence on site and the usual procedure of signing in.




I have read and understood the contents of the Safe Work Method Statement.  I have discussed this SWMS with the person supervising the task. 

	Employee / Contractor / Sub Contractor Signature
	Date
	Employee / Contractor / Sub Contractor Signature
	Date
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