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	National Safe Work Method Statement (Generic to the Activity)
	

	
	Document Number: SWMS-006

	HOT WORK PROCEDURE



	JOB PURPOSE: A hot work procedure can be loosely defined as any process that has the potential to cause enough heat in the environment where the task is being conducted, as to cause a fire or other heat damage.  The most common example would be arc welding, oxy acetylene soldering and cutting and grinding.  
	Date: August 2004

Review Date: August 2005
	     (  New SWMS

         Revised SWMS

	Risk: HIGH RISK TASK
	Title/Positions - Who Does Job

Technicians
	Supervisor

Account Manager
	Analysis By
Trane Perth OHS Committee

	Company

Trane Australia Pty Limited
	Branch / Location

All Locations where Trane Technicians work
	Approved By

Branch Manager
	Reviewed By

National OHS Officer

	REQUIRED PPE
	PLANT and EQUIPMENT
	SAFETY PRECAUTIONS/SKILLS

	Under Review
	Under Review
	· Turn off gas and/or switch off electricity supply.

· Raise alarm and clear personnel (especially injured persons) from danger area.

· Render first aid and call emergency service.



	SEQUENCE OF BASIC JOB STEPS
	HAZARDS / RISKS
	RECOMMENDED SAFE WORKING STEPS 

	Hot Work
	· Spread of fire

· Exposure to fumes

· Eye injury

· Burn injury

· Danger to third parties

· False alarm trips


	1. Contact customer’s management to gain permission and to advise of work to be carried out.

2. Complete the Trane Hot Work Permit.  Be sure to adhere to the rules printed thereon.

3. Determine from the customer if they have a Hot Work Permit that is required to be completed.  If so arrange for this to be completed and ensure to adhere to any rules printed thereon, over and above Trane procedures.

4. If requested by the customer, provide them with a copy of the Hot Work Permit.

5. Arrange for isolation of any fire alarms, i.e. smoke detectors, and heat sensors if in the vicinity of the working area.

6. All Health & Safety rules of other task procedures as appropriate to the situation (eg; PPE, confined spaces, working at heights) must be obeyed.

7. A fire extinguisher of the correct type or fire hose must be present and within reach.

8. If appropriate (eg; public areas) cordon off area within which work is being carried out to prevent the entrance of unauthorised personnel.

9. If electric welding, then suitable screening should be provided to protect other personnel from the effects of the rays produced from the electric arc.  




	SEQUENCE OF BASIC JOB STEPS
	HAZARDS / RISKS
	RECOMMENDED SAFE WORKING STEPS 

	Hot Work
	
	10. Ensure there is adequate ventilation in the work area.

11. If there is a possibility of refrigerant gas being present or flux is being used when joining dissimilar metals in a confined space, then a respirator must be used or adequate ventilation provided.

12. Eye protection must be worn at all times.

13. Flame resistant clothing should be worn.

14. Suitable safety shoes should be worn.

15. Heat resistant gloves should be worn.

16. Before commencing work, check all brazing and welding equipment is in good working order.

17. Ensure spark arrestors are fitted to brazing equipment.

18. Heat shields should be used to protect any surrounding material.

19. Ensure work area is clear of any combustibles, e.g. oil, lagging, paper, etc.

20. The preparation of the materials being joined, and the actual brazing or welding process itself, should be carried out in accordance with any specified standards.  If no standards are specified then the work should be carried out in accordance with good refrigeration practice.  N.B. Cadmium based materials should not be used.
21. Under certain circumstances a second person should be present whilst carrying out brazing and welding, eg: confined spaces, hazardous locations etc.

22. On completion of work, check surrounding area for smouldering.

23. Re-check for smouldering before vacating the site.

24. Report back to customer’s management.

25. Arrange to reinstate fire alarms.

26. Submit the completed Hot Work Permit to the office with other project / service paperwork.



	Special Notes
	
	1. Use of heat shields at all times.

2. Remove any combustibles.

3. Two checks, one on completion of brazing or welding and one before departing the site.

4. Keep fire extinguishers and/or hose reel at hot work location.

5. Ensure work area is adequately ventilated.

6. Removal of refrigerant gas.

7. Use a respirator if appropriate.

8. Wear eye protection, if arc welding use the correct mask. 


	SEQUENCE OF BASIC JOB STEPS
	HAZARDS / RISKS
	RECOMMENDED SAFE WORKING STEPS 

	Hot Work
	
	9. Wear fire retardant clothing, heat resistant gloves and suitable safety shoes.

10. Effectively cordon off working area.

11. Second person present if required.

12. All Health & Safety rules of other task procedures as appropriate to the situation (eg; confined spaces, working at heights) must be obeyed.

13. Isolation or protection of smoke/fire detector sensors and fire sprinkler heads.

14. Check the brazing and electrical welding equipment to ensure that it has been connected correctly.




I have read and understood the contents of the Safe Work Method Statement.  I have discussed this SWMS with the person supervising the task. 

	Employee / Contractor / Sub Contractor Signature
	Date
	Employee / Contractor / Sub Contractor Signature
	Date
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