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	Last Review:

Next Review: July 2005

Issue No: 01

	
	Issue Date: July 2004

	National Safe Work Method Statement (Generic to the Activity)
	

	
	Document Number: SWMS-005

	WORKING IN A CONFINED SPACE



	JOB PURPOSE: The employer is required to identify any confined spaces and hazards associated with working in those confined spaces.  
	Date: August 2004

Review Date: August 2005
	     (  New SWMS

         Revised SWMS

	Risk: HIGH RISK TASK
	Title/Positions - Who Does Job

Technicians
	Supervisor

Account Manager
	Analysis By
Trane Perth OHS Committee

	Company

Trane Australia Pty Limited
	Branch / Location

All Locations where Trane Technicians work
	Approved By

Branch Manager
	Reviewed By

National OHS Officer

	REQUIRED PPE
	PLANT and EQUIPMENT
	SAFETY PRECAUTIONS/SKILLS

	Safety Boots
	Danger Tags 
	Before any repair or alteration work is started the electrical circuits or equipment to be worked on must be disconnected from the electricity supply, unless other adequate precautions are taken to prevent electric shock.



	SEQUENCE OF BASIC JOB STEPS
	HAZARDS / RISKS
	RECOMMENDED SAFE WORKING STEPS 

	Identification and Registration 
	
	1. All confined spaces which RIC personnel may need to enter shall be identified.

2. The identification shall be based on the detailed definitions of confined spaces, as per the relevant regulations and Australian Standards.

3. All confined spaces shall be registered in the Confined Spaces Register



	Confined Spaces review
	
	1. A review shall be conducted of all confined spaces on site to determine whether the need to enter them can be eliminated altogether or alternatively, the frequency may be reduced. Specialists shall participate in this review, as required.

2. Such a review shall also be conducted during the design phase of all new facilities that include confined spaces.



	Warning Signs and Protective Barriers
	
	1. All entry points into all confined spaces shall be sign-posted with a danger sign forbidding entry to unauthorised personnel.  In addition, protective barriers shall be erected to prevent unauthorised entry.




	SEQUENCE OF BASIC JOB STEPS
	HAZARDS / RISKS
	RECOMMENDED SAFE WORKING STEPS 

	Confined Space Work Permit
	
	1. A Confined Space Work Permit must be issued for any entry into a confined space or for any work in or on the outside of a confined space.  The issue of permits for work on the outside surface of a confined space shall apply if here is any risk to the persons carting out the work or there is a risk of fire or explosion.

2. Persons authorised to issue these certificates must be trained in confined spaces hazards.

3. Before issuing the permit, the issuer shall consider whether the work can be carried out without entering the confined space.

4. The Work Permit shall specify preparations for entry such as:

· Physical isolation including the isolation of hydraulic and pneumatic systems

· Electrical isolation

· Cleaning and purging

· Decontamination 

· Testing of the atmosphere

· The use of personal protective equipment

· Briefing of the person(s) carrying out the work and the Stand-by Person(s).

5. The process for issuing the permit shall include a risk assessment by a competent person or persons before work associated with the confined space is carried out.

6. The assessment shall be in writing and take into account at least the following:

· The nature and inherent hazards of the confined space

· The work required to be done, including the need to enter the confined space

· The range of methods by which the work can be done

· The hazards involved and associated risks involved with the actual method selected and equipment proposed to be used

· Emergency response procedures

· The competence of the persons to undertake the work

7. The risk assessment shall be revised whenever there is evidence to indicate that it is no longer valid.




	SEQUENCE OF BASIC JOB STEPS
	HAZARDS / RISKS
	RECOMMENDED SAFE WORKING STEPS 

	Work in the Confined Space
	· Electrical shock or electrocution

· Body injury from moving equipment if inadvertently activated or from falling or slipping

· Body injury from direct contact with corrosive materials

· Suffocation, asphyxiation or poisoning

· Fire or explosion

· Scalding or burning

· Hypothermia, drowning

· Burial
	1. The concentration of oxygen in the atmosphere within a confined space and the increase in the level of flammable gases must be in accordance with Australian Standard AS 2865-2001.

2. The work in the confined space must be carried out as specified in the permit and all the required precautions must be strictly followed.

3. The stand-by person shall follow the instructions for his duties and not leave his position while person(s) are in the confined space. In the event of an injury or collapse of the person in the confined space, the stand-by person's primary duty is to summon help and if possible, provide assistance, first aid, resuscitation, etc. The Stand-by person must not enter the confined space.



	Completion of the Work
	
	1. At the completion of the work, the confined space shall be closed and the permit returned to the issuer and closed. Records of all confined spaces permits shall be kept.




I have read and understood the contents of the Safe Work Method Statement.  I have discussed this SWMS with the person supervising the task. 

	Employee / Contractor / Sub Contractor Signature
	Date
	Employee / Contractor / Sub Contractor Signature
	Date
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